9971932488

H YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

PATRIOTIC LAS

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
THE HINDU NEWSPAPER
22 JANUARY 2025

YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Telegram Channel:_https://t.me/patrioticlAS

PCS Special: | 22 January 2026
1. | NASA astronaut Sunita Williams retires after 27-year stellar career

1T B Safver arEht Har fafera = 27 9@ & IFGR FRAR & 91
Farfgf &t

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ,"'

Page 1



https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS
https://t.me/patrioticIAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

NEW DELHI
NASA astronaut Sunita Williams
retires after 27-year stellar career

b

NASA astronaut Sunita Williams has retired from the space agency,
capping a stellar 27-year career during which she completed three
missions aboard the International Space Station and set various
human spaceflight records. Ms. Williams also completed nine
spacewalks and was the first person to run a marathon in space. PTl
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NASA astronaut Sunita Williams retires after
27-year stellar career
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. NASA astronaut Sunita Williams has retired from
the space agency, capping a stellar 27-year career
during which she completed three missions aboard the
International Space Station and set various human
spaceflight records.
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¢ Williams also completed nine spacewalks and was the first person to run a marathon in

space.
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GS Paper 1: Geography

TOPICS COVERED

| 22 January 2026

Visual: What is the general name for formations like stalactites and
stalagmites, which are formed when minerals slowly deposit at one location
over a long period? DAVE BUNNELL / UNDER EARTH IMAGES (CC BY SA)

Visual: What is the general name for formations like
stalactites and

stalagmites, which are formed when minerals
slowly deposit at one location

over a long period?
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EC discretion during SIR is not unregulated authority, says SC

EC discretion during SIR is not
unregulated authority, says SC

Court ticks off EC for ‘deviations, and says revision must be in line with norms; EC counsel says the poll body has to travel

beyond prescribed limits to revise electoral rolls as long as the reasons were recorded and procedures were fair and just

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday said

the Election Com-
mission (EC) is blessed
with the “widest discre-
tions” but its “deviations”
while revising electoral
rolls, as in the ongoing spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
exercise, cannot be “un-
trammelled or unregulat-
ed” in breach of principles
of natural justice and pro-
cedure prescribed under
the Registration of Electors
Rules of 1960.

Senior advocate Rakesh
Dwivedi, for the EC, sub-
mitted that the SIR was
“sustainable” under Arti-
cle 324 read with Section 21
(3) of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950. Sec-
tion 21(3) clothes the EC
with a residuary power to
direct a special revision of
the electoral roll for any
constituency or part of a
constituency in “such
manner as it may think fit”.

A special revision
may involve

serious consequences
in the civil rights of a
person who is already a

“But a special revision
may involve serious conse-
quences in the civil rights
of a person who is already
a voter. So, why should we
not expect you (the EC) to
have a procedure that is
transparent,” Chief Justice
Surya Kant, heading the Di-
vision Bench, asked the
EC’s counsel.

Mr. Dwivedi conceded
that the EC’s deviations
from procedure must em-
brace the constitutional
guarantee of equality be-
fore the law, equal protec-
tion of the laws enshrined

voter. So, why should
we not expect you
[the EC] to have a
procedure that
is transparent?

SURYA KANT
Chief Justice of India

in Article 14, constitutional
norms of transparency,
and ease of voters.

He, however, contended
that sub-section (3) of Sec-
tion 21 of the 1950 Act al-
lowed the EC to travel
beyond the prescribed li-
mits to revise electoral
rolls as long as the reasons
were recorded and the
procedures were fair and
just. Section 21(3) unshack-
led the EC, he said.

“You have the authority
to deviate, but not by
throwing out the Rules...
Form 6 has six notified

‘Bengal SIR shows
discrepancies
that defy science’

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission has
said that many instances of
“logical discrepancies” found
in West Bengal's electoral roll,
including two electors found
with more than 200 children,
defies science. » PAGE 5

documents, your SIR has 11
documents. We would call
upon you to answer if you
can increase or eliminate
documents which are al-
ready prescribed?” Justice
Joymalya Bagchi, a mem-
ber of the Division Bench,
asked the poll body.
Justice Bagchi drew Mr.
Dwivedi’s attention to
clause (2) of Rule 25 of the
1960 Rules, which mandat-
ed that an intensive revi-
sion of the electoral roll
would include the prepara-
tion of a fresh roll in accor-
dance with the procedure

prescribed under Rules 4
0 23.

“Rule 25 puts the shack-
les on you... It cannot be
that an authority, however
high, can be untrammelled
or unregulated...” Justice
Bagchi said, leaving it
hanging for Mr. Dwivedi to
grasp the court’s line of
thought.

Mr. Dwivedi argued that
sub-section (3) of Section
21 was a step up from the
preceding sub-section (2)
of the 1950 Act. Sub-sec-
tion (2) provided the EC
with the authority to holda
revision of the electoral
roll before an election.

Justice Bagchi said the
provision of summary revi-
sions in the 1950 Act was a
manifestation of the Parlia-
ment’s wisdom, as there
was constant movement/
migration of the popula-
tion in the early years after
Independence. There was
a lot of flux then, he said.
The Parliament knew it
would take some years for
the population to settle.

SIR & R EC &1 faasTiieRr ifaafd wrfad 181 8, sC &1 P

Court ticks off EC for ‘deviations’, and says revision must be in line with norms; EC counsel
says the poll body has to travel beyond prescribed limits to revise electoral rolls as long as the

reasons were recorded and procedures were fair and just
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The Supreme Court on Wednesday said the Election Commission (EC) is blessed with the
“widest discretions” but its “deviations” while revising electoral rolls, as in the ongoing
special intensive revision (SIR) exercise, cannot be “untrammelled or unregulated” in
breach of principles of natural justice and procedure prescribed under the Registration of
Electors Rules of 1960.

A B 3 FyaR &1 He o FRrafaa 3maiT (EC) & v auTys fadeTiRer” U 8,
AfeT AT e & =Y & SR, o % 9 3e faiy =1 gade (SIR) snam , 34%
Rrarer wTptes =ara % Rigidl 9k 1960 & Fratas tsiieor faai % ded RuiRa ua
B Ieae- DR gu “ifrifAa at for fFraaer 78 8 aad |

Senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi, for the EC, submitted that the SIR was “sustainable”
under Article 324 read with Section 21 (3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1950.

EC 31 3R ¥ aRy aifiraean Irdpar fgadh 7 <efia &t b SIR, 3rqsdg 324 & wry o ufafiftea
SffraH, 1950 o1 URT 21(3) & ded “WRffe®dTs Bl

Section 21(3) clothes the EC with a residuary power to direct a special revision of the
electoral roll for any constituency or part of a constituency in “such manner as it may think fit”.

RT 21(3) EC &1 farait off et & a1 39as it YT & fore gmal [t & fa=iw gRieor &
=1 3 ot SrafRry wife UeH vl 8, oy YR a8 Iuged qHer |

“But a special revision may involve serious consequences in the civil rights of a person who
is already a voter. So, why should we not expect you (the EC) to have a procedure that is
transparent,” Chief Justice Surya Kant, heading the Division Bench, asked the EC’s
counsel.

“Qfee faR gtern ugat ¥ el JAfad & ARG fUdRl )R TR guE S1d Ihdar g |
R B SMTOY (EC) USRI Ufchar &1 sde &1 7 &3,” Y& <urarei= Jdeia, fedie da &1
Add $d gU, EC & Jobid I Y|

Mr. Dwivedi conceded that the EC’s deviations from procedure must embrace the
constitutional guarantee of equality before the law, equal protection of the laws enshrined
in Article 14, constitutional norms of transparency, and ease of voters.

ot fgadl = iR fovar fos ufeban & EC & fdael § S & THe JHGT, 3Jwdg 14 H
R ST BT T wReon, UReRfA & Jaue T, SR Hagrarsit @t gfaur mia
gt =feul

He, however, contended that sub-section (3) of Section 21 of the 1950 Act allowed the EC to
travel beyond the prescribed limits to revise electoral rolls as long as the reasons were
recorded and the procedures were fair and just.

gTdifoh, I6i deb el [ 1950 AUTUTRIT BT UIRT 21 FT IU-YRT (3) EC I AT JRA &
HNe & forg FeiRa el & 3m) S 1 Al &l 8, 921 BRU &S 81 3R Ufshard freger
IR AT B |

Section 21(3) unshackled the EC, he said.

31 el fd URT 21(3) 7 EC &I seq I Yo fhar 21|

“You have the authority to deviate, but not by throwing out the Rules... Form 6 has six
notified documents, your SIR has 11 documents. We would call upon you to answer if you
can increase or eliminate documents which are already prescribed?” Justice Joymalya
Bagchi, a member of the Division Bench, asked the poll body.

“3MTU% U e &1 ER 8, afd i &) SRR R 7. wid 6 A o8 fygfad
XIS §, 30 SIRH 11 aﬁﬁﬁ%mﬂmq@ﬁ%ﬁ?wmmﬁﬁsﬁhﬁmﬁﬁhaﬁ
931 91 92T Yahd 52" <Aradfd SrguTedr s, fedieq s & gew, 3 g9 3manT § gzl

Justice Bagchi drew Mr. Dwivedi’s attention to clause (2) of Rule 25 of the 1960 Rules, which
mandated that an intensive revision of the electoral roll would include the preparation of a
fresh roll in accordance with the procedure prescribed under Rules 4 to 23.

rafd arTt A o fgact &1 e 1960 A & fad 25 B IU-URT (2) FF SR feamn, S a8
1A Bl & b Tt it & e gt B foraw 4 | 23 & dgd Fefa ufbar & srER
T2 Il TR Bt S|
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e “Rule 25 puts the shackles on you... It cannot be that an authority, however high, can be
untrammelled or unregulated...” Justice Bagchi said, leaving it hanging for Mr. Dwivedi to
grasp the court’s line of thought.
w25 31U IR Y= A1 ... T8 Tol o1 Gbdl [ Dls Wt UIYHRY, ATe fobe=1 H 3= 7,
siferafa ar fa=n e 2. =g el 3 wer, iR off ) &) srered &) e g &
fore Bt faar

e Mr. Dwivedi argued that sub-section (3) of Section 21 was a step up from the preceding sub-
section (2) of the 1950 Act.

?m@gﬁ%a%%m% URT 21 BT JU-YRT (3), 1950 ATUFIH B} gdac SU-URT (2) ¥ TP Had
I

e Sub-section (2) provided the EC with the authority to hold a revision of the electoral roll before
an election.

SU-YRT (2) EC B! I J UGt TG et & YA T IBR St gl

e Justice Bagchi said the provision of summary revisions in the 1950 Act was a manifestation
of the Parliament’s wisdom, as there was constant movement/migration of the population in
the early years after Independence.
R IRTe = e fos 1950 Siffer & g gasteror o1 Uray™ 6 B graRIdT 31
Tciidh AT, i TaaaT & 916 BT INT § SR BT AR STANTH/5aRT |

e There was a lot of flux then, he said.
I T §gd A SRR o, 321 Fall

e The Parliament knew it would take some years for the population to settle

T S 2 s Seen &1 RR g B 5@ ad @i

‘Freebies’ different from investing in welfare for the marginalised, says SC

side, had submitted that

Krishnadas Rajagopal “dedicated diversion of re- tinued to rain freebies be-  about parties, which form

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday drew a clear
line between state func-
tionaries splurging public
money on irrational free-
bies and “investing” in wel-
fare schemes for the margi-
nalised sections.

“Distribution of state
largesse to individuals at a
large scale is different from
investing state largesse in
public welfare schemes.
That distinction should be
kept in mind,” Chief Justice
Surya Kant observed
orally.

The Supreme Court
asked why there was no

‘Freebies’ different from investing in welfare for the marginalised, says SC

venue surplus for develop-
mental purposes which
would further the constitu-
tional ideal of inclusivity
through free medical care
and education for the poor
and those not in the crea-
my layer of the society. The
state has a commitment to-
wards this end”.

The Chief Justice said
launching welfare schemes
was an obligation the state
had to achieve under the
Directive  Principles of
State Policy in the
Constitution.

The oral observations
from the Bench, also com-
prising Justice Joymalya
Bagchi, was in response to

Q Why is there no -
dedicated diversion

of revenue surplus for

developmental purposes
which would further the

constitutional ideal of
inclusivity through free
medical care and
education for the poor?
SUPREME COURT

) W

an oral mentioning made
by advocate Ashwini Ku-
mar Upadhyay for early
listing of a batch of peti-
tions seeking a judicial de-
claration that irrational
freebies offered by political
parties to lure voters dur-
ing poll time should be

considered a
practice”.

Mr. Upadhyay said when
the petition was filed, the
nation was in debt of ¥1.5
lakh crore, which had
since increased to ¥2.5 lakh
crore. Every Indian was in
debt, and yet the state con-

“corrupt

fore polls, he submitted.
“This is a very, very impor-
tant matter,” Chief Justice
Kant reacted, agreeing to
list it early for hearing.

‘Parasitic existence’
In January last year, a top
court Bench headed by Jus-
tice (now retired) B.R. Ga-
vai had asked whether un-
trammelled freebies lull
the poor into a parasitic ex-
istence, depriving them of
any initiative to find work,
join the mainstream and
contribute to national de-
velopment.

The court has, in pre-
vious hearings in the case,
made its anxiety plain

the government riding the
wave created by their pre-
poll promises of “free
gifts”, bleeding the State fi-
nances dry by actually try-
ing to fulfil their “wild”
promises of largesse using
public money.

Amicus curiae, senior
advocate Vijay Hansaria,
had submitted that the
court had to decide wheth-
er “giving freebies would
be a corrupt practice un-
der Section 123 of the Re-
presentation of the People
Act, 1951 and become a
ground for moving court in
an election petition”.

Senior advocate Arvind
Datar, for the petitioner

AR R T1RA & Tuif & Hearor & Fraw d ST §, SC HT o

e The Supreme Court on Wednesday drew a clear line between state functionaries splurging
public money on irrational freebies and “investing” in welfare schemes for the marginalised
sections.

G B¢ A YR I - U= D

T & T Hedmor Arerrelt § “FaRr e & g Wy SicR Jam|
o “Distribution of state largesse to individuals at a large scale is different from investing state
largesse in public welfare schemes. That distinction should be kept in mind,” Chief Justice
Surya Kant observed orally.

freebies ought to be consi-
dered as “expenditure de-
frayable by the Union or a
State out of its revenues”
under Article 282. Advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan had
said legitimate freebies
must not be classed with
discriminatory gifts.

Consistently, over the
years, the court has been
shifting away from its 2013
judgment in the S. Subra-
maniam Balaji versus Ta-
mil Nadu case, which held
that making promises in
election manifestos did not
amount to a “corrupt prac-
tice” under Section 123 of
the Representation of the
People Act.

o glaemsi R Td w7 3R F1RA &

“IT B UG Bl T8 THH TR AfGqal § siedT 3R I ot dHedrur arorrsit & Fawr oz
3T 81 U SR & & B 39T o1 Afey,” g =amanehi=r g wia = Aifee fewoft o3t

The Supreme Court asked why there was no “dedicated diversion of revenue surplus for
developmental purposes which would further the constitutional ideal of inclusivity through

free medical care and education for the poor and those not in the creamy layer of the society.
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The Chief Justice said launching welfare schemes was an obligation the state had to
achieve under the Directive Principles of State Policy in the Constitution.

T AT A F5T {6 HFRAUGRT TSN I HRAT I & o9 P -fa-Fd=re
Rrsial & d8d I3 &1 el &

The oral observations from the Bench, also comprising Justice Joymalya Bagchi, was in
response to an oral mentioning made by advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay for early listing
of a batch of petitions seeking a judicial declaration that irrational freebies offered by political
parties to lure voters during poll time should be considered a “corrupt practice”.

oy SraHTeT IR Iied We @) 3 Mifde fewfrt siftragar Sify-t $HR Iuream gr
fory T MRS Ieoka & orare & 2ff, forad gA1a & THg Aderarsit & UM & e Ierifae gat
%ﬁggﬁaﬁ&m%@w&ﬁﬁ“wmﬁﬁﬁmﬁwmﬁm
I

Mr. Upadhyay said when the petition was filed, the nation was in debt of ¥1.5 lakh crore,
which had since increased to ¥2.5 lakh crore. Every Indian was in debt, and yet the state
continued to rain freebies before polls, he submitted.

ot IUTEATT A HBT b TS AIIBT GRR B T8, A TS SR TR 1.5 AR BRAS BT Hof AT, S FGHI
gzg%aﬂss‘rw% TR YR Fof 1 8, fp 21ft T © U Iea g Gt stear Yol

; 3l

“This is a very, very important matter,” Chief Justice Kant reacted, agreeing to list it early for
hearing.

“Ig Ueh §gd, Igd HeaqUl HIHdT §,” WY ~ATaTei=T oid - ufafhar 3d gU 38 2y gas &
fore gefag e R wewfd St |

‘Parasitic existence’

Rl SrfTe

In January last year, a top court Bench headed by Justice (now retired) B.R. Gavai had asked
whether untrammelled freebies lull the poor into a parasitic existence, depriving them of any
initiative to find work, join the mainstream and contribute to national development.

el av wadt #, ramfd (sra aige) & omR. TaE B sreard arel Y srarerd i dig A
wm%w&ﬁuﬁa e TRist & Wil T & gohd ol o, o d B o,
g@mﬁmﬁaaﬁ@w@umﬁm@ﬁﬁmﬁa&mﬁwﬁ%l
The court has, in previous hearings in the case, made its anxiety plain about parties, which
form the government riding the wave created by their pre-poll promises of “free gifts”,
bleeding the State finances dry by actually trying to fulfil their “wild” promises of largesse
using public money.
mﬁwmﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁwaﬁﬁéﬁ STt T T8 1 &, ot e-ad

U SUGRI” & dG] B AeX IR IHR A § IR Jaol-1d o F 30 “dgd” ala! HI g
aﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬁmaﬂﬁ%ﬁu@rﬁaﬁmméﬁél

Amicus curiae, senior advocate Vijay Hansaria, had submitted that the court had to decide
whether “giving freebies would be a corrupt practice under Section 123 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951 and become a ground for moving court in an
election petition”.

uftrea R, Ry siftrgear fasra gamiar 3 oe1 U1 o siarerd &1 a8 T &1 81T b U
gyt <1 o= wfafifirea srf¥ife—rm, 1951 1 URT 123 & d8d WY STERUT 1T 41 181 SR &
g GATA! ATRIPBT TRR FHRA DT YR I

Senior advocate Arvind Datar, for the petitioner side, had submitted that freebies ought to be
considered as “expenditure defrayable by the Union or a State out of its revenues” under
Article 282. Advocate Prashant Bhushan had said legitimate freebies must not be classed
with discriminatory gifts.

FTiepTepd U&l B 3R F IRE Sifdaear sRfAE qrar = He1 Ul fob qod Fawall 1 334 282

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

& Tod Y T I GRT (U1 319 F g8 fHT 11 Iva s HH1 S =18 rfeaert
WRTTE YEOT 3 g1 o7 3y ot gfaemsit & Yeqtaquf SugRY & Iy 6l @1 o =feu|

Consistently, over the years, the court has been shifting away from its 2013 judgment in the
S. Subramaniam Balaji versus Tamil Nadu case, which held that making promises in
election manifestos did not amount to a “corrupt practice” under Section 123 of the
Representation of the People Act.

TR, G ¥, ST 30 2013 F Had TH. JIHUIH STaTsi! §TH afie-rg amd 9 @@
eﬁ?ﬁwré‘r% Wwwmﬁimmmmﬁaﬁmmuﬁﬁﬁrﬁaﬁrﬁwaﬁ
q URT123 3 q8d “YE TR0 LT &

Jailed MP Amritpal seeks parole to attend
Parliament

wa o §¢ Hi¥e SAyduTd Wae A Mk g1
& forg Wi wred &

e Jailed Khadoor Sahib MP Amritpal Singh has

Al
Jailed

Jailed MP Amritpal seeks moved the Punjab and Haryana High Court, seeking

parole to attend the upcoming budget session of
ent Parliament.

Khadoor Sahib MP Amritpal Singh has oid # d¢ TgR Wi Hidg Sreaure fig = s

moved the Punjab and Haryana High Court, T & goic I | AT 81 & forg WA B AT B
seeking parole to attend the upcoming budget Y U I aﬁ; Eﬁ'CI'I'UTI' I ATAT HT 39 fhar % |

session of Parliament. The budget session will . .
commence on January 28 and will continue till e The budget session will commence on January 28

February 13 in the first phase. The second phase ~ and will continue till February 13 in the first phase.

will take place from March 9 to April 2. Singh's  gofe T 28 TGN T Y= SN 3R Ugd TRUT H 13
plea is expected to be taken up by the High Court W’\ﬁ as ElaTITI

on Thursday, his counsel Imaan Singh Khara said

on Wednesday. The MP is currently lodged in e The second phase will take place from March 9 to
Assam’s Dibrugarh jail under the National April 2.

Security Act since April 2023. Singh had fought TERT AR0T 3|'aF|'

the 2024 Lok Sabha poll as an independent and . , 9 'FI'Ef ﬁ 2 a® Eﬁ—"ﬂ ! .
won from the Khadoor Sahib seat in Punjab. n e Singh’s plea is expected to be taken up by the High

Court on Thursday, his counsel Imaan Singh Khara
said on Wednesday.
Rig &t Aifad R I AT & AR B JAals gH &I G 8, S adbid U g TR
4 §YIR &I BT
The MP is currently lodged in Assam’s Dibrugarh jail under the National Security Act since
April 2023.
g Tige i 2023 A AT TRa RIFTIH & ded oW A Ry R A dg 8|
Singh had fought the 2024 Lok Sabha poll as an independent and won from the Khadoor
Sahib seat in Punjab.
%ﬁgg@wwwﬁﬁu%wﬁwmﬁﬁmaﬁww@a@zﬁsﬁa
SN |
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The conduct of Governors has
undermined their constitutional role

he actions of Tamil Nadu Governor R.N.
Ravi and his Kerala counterpart Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar during their custom-
ary Legislative Assembly addresses on January 20
came as no surprise to those who have followed
the conduct of Governors in non BJP-ruled States.
In Chennai, Mr. Ravi declined to read the speech,
which, his office said, had “unsubstantiated
claims and misleading statements” to justify his
walk out. In the past three years, the Governor
has either digressed from the prepared speech or
refused to read it out before walking out. In Thi-
ruvananthapuram, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan corrected the policy address made by the
Governor, who, according to Mr. Vijayan, had
skipped portions, as cleared by the Cabinet, and
made additions. As long-serving Governors, Mr.
Ravi and Mr. Arlekar should be aware that it is a
time-honoured constitutional convention for a
Governor to read out the exact text of the speech
or special address which informs the State of the
policies of an elected government. There has nev-
er been an incident of the British monarch de-
parting from the official speech; and the Indian
system is based on the Westminster model of par-
liamentary democracy. Yet, they have chosen to
violate the convention even though they have no
option but to function as “mouthpieces”, to qu-
ote former President R. Venkataraman, of the
State governments. Mr. Ravi’s penchant is to
court controversies but Mr. Arlekar did not re-
peat what he did last year, when he stuck to the
script, striking an officially punctilious tone.
Apparently tired of Mr. Ravi’s repeated viola-
tions of the convention, Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin has favoured a constitutional
amendment to do away with the practice of com-
mencing the first Assembly session of the year
with the Governor’s address. Articles 87 and 176
of the Constitution require the President and Go-
vernors to make special addresses to Parliament
and State legislatures, in the new year. About 35
years ago, President Venkataraman had repeat-
edly recommended to Prime Ministers Rajiv
Gandhi and Chandra Shekhar that the practice be
deleted through an amendment as he called it a
“British anachronism” and a “meaningless for-
mality”. This suggestion should be viewed in line
with the thinking of the regime at the Centre,
which seems to have taken upon itself the task of
repealing “outdated colonial laws”. The language
of the two Articles was borrowed from the rules
of the House of Commons. Nothing would be lost
if the Articles are scrapped, as the President and
the Governors still retain their right to address
the legislature under Articles 86 and 175. Impor-
tantly, Governors should not assume powers and
functions that are not envisaged under the Con-
stitution and should set an example of respecting
the letter and spirit of the Constitution.

Meaningless formality

g

¢ Articles 87 and 176 of the Constitution require the
President and Governors to make special
addresses to Parliament and State legislatures in
the new year.

WA & TG 87 3R 176 & dgd APl 3R
Tl 1 AT I4 H WWg SR Iy fauraama o
faw afrurgor ST g B |

e About 35 years ago, President Venkataraman had
repeatedly recommended to Prime Ministers Rajiv

Gandhi and Chandra Shekhar that the practice be
deleted through an amendment.

TTHT 35 T g, APl IHeHur  YUTHHA eia
i R TSRIWR P IR-IR I & o1 fb 39 Ww
DI HMY P AT & §CHAT AT |

e He called it a “British anachronism” and a
“meaningless formality”.

IR T8 R sraRte R “arefdt shrarear
bl YTl

¢ This suggestion should be viewed in line with the
thinking of the regime at the Centre, which seeks to
repeal “outdated colonial laws”.

3 GI1A P! Hg Pt WRBR B} 39 A1 & ST ¢@l
ST 91T, ST “qRT SNuf~afRie ST &1 g &t
1 Bl B

¢ The language of the two Articles was borrowed
from the rules of the House of Commons.

S G SrTS3G1 B HTHT BTSY 3T HIH-H & g J
RIEE]

¢ Nothing would be lost if the Articles are scrapped,
as the President and Governors still retain their right
to address the legislature under Articles 86 and 175.
S 37 Irgedal B gerat Wi &g, ol B1s &ifdt 781 g,
i TG 86 3MX 175 & dgd IAPUfd R Iwaurat
& gy 3t Ul T Bl Felfdd B BT SHABR BT

¢ Importantly, Governors should not assume
powers and functions not envisaged under the
Constitution.

Tgayul ¢ fos wreaaTe d Rifeaal 8iR & 7 AT, S
e & uRe i 78 7

o They should set an example of respecting the letter
and spirit of the Constitution.

3% WA BT ea=M: 3R T UTGHT HT IHH HA
D1 IGTEXUT YR BT AT |
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Judicial removal — tough law with a loophole

here has been much attention on 107

Members of Parliament in the Lok

Sabha (the INDIA bloc) having given

notice of an impeachment motion in
December 2025, seeking the removal of Justice
G.R. Swaminathan, Judge of the Madras High
Court. The motion had 13 charges against the
judge which included one that the judge has been
acting against secular constitutional principles
and favouring lawyers of a particular community.
The notice of the motion was submitted to the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Om Birla, on
December 9.

The terms and conditions

Impeachment of a judge of the Supreme Court of
India is provided for in Articles 124(4) and 124(5)
of the Constitution and that of a High Court judge
in Articles 217(1)(b) and 218. The term
‘impeachment’ is not used in the Constitution
which instead uses the term ‘removal’ in the case
of judges. The term ‘impeachment’ is used only
in the context of the removal of the President of
India from office (Article 61). The procedure laid
down in Article 124 for the removal of a Supreme
Court judge applies to a High Court judge as well.

Article 124(5) provides that Parliament may
make law to regulate the procedure for the
investigation of the charges against the judge.
Accordingly, Parliament enacted the Judges
(Inquiry) Act in 1968 which, together with the
Judges Inquiry Rules, deals with the entire
procedure for the impeachment of judges.

A judge of the Supreme Court or the High
Court can be removed from office on the ground
of proved misbehaviour or incapacity.
Misbehaviour has not been specifically defined in
the Constitution. But the Court has in a number
of judgments explained this term as conduct
which brings dishonour to the judiciary, wilful
misconduct, corruption, lack of integrity, offence
involving moral turpitude, and wilful abuse of
judicial office.

There have been very lofty pronouncements
by the top court on the ideal conduct of judges.
In K. Veeraswami vs Union Of India And Others
(1991), the Court said that “... the society’s
demand for honesty in a judge is exacting and
absolute. The standards of judicial behaviour
both on and off the bench are normally extremely
high. For a judge to deviate from such standards
of honesty and impartiality is to betray the trust
reposed on him. No excuse or no legal relativity
can Condon such betrayal.”

0n the meaning of proven misbehaviour, the
Court in M. Krishita Swami vs Union Of India and
Ors. (1992) says “every act or conduct or even
error of judgments or negligent acts by higher
judiciary per se does not amount to
misbehaviour. Wilful abuse of judicial office,
wilful misconduct in the office, corruption, lack

P.D.T. Achary

is former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

The operation
of a serious
constitutional
provision for
removing an
unworthy judge
can still

be thwarted

of integrity or any other offence involving moral
turpitude would be misbehaviour. Misconduct
implies actuation of some degree of mens rea by
the doer”

Procedures of the motion

An analysis of Articles 124(4) and (5), the Judges
(Inquiry) Act, 1968 and Rules would reveal that
lawmakers were extremely careful about
protecting the independence of the judiciary. So,
the law relating to the removal of a judge of the
superior courts was made as tough as possible.
‘The main provisions of Articles 124(4) and (5) are:
‘an address to be passed by each House of
Parliament supported by a majority of the total
‘membership of each House and by a majority of
not less than two thirds of the members present
and voting which shall be sent to the President
seeking the removal of the judge who shall
thereupon pass an order removing the judge
from his office’. It also provides for the
enactment of a law by Parliament for regulating
the procedure relating to the investigation of
charges against the judge and for the
presentation of an address to the President
seeking his removal.

This Act provides for a motion to be submitted
to either the Speaker (Lok Sabha) or the
Chairman (Rajya Sabha) signed by Members of
either House. The Act requires not less than 100
Members of the Lok Sabha to sign the notice of
motion if given to the Speaker and not less than
50 Members of the Rajya Sabha to sign the notice
if given to the Chairman. The motion seeks to
present an address to the President for the
removal of the judge.

The Act in fact introduces a procedure under
which the motion given notice is required to be
admitted by the Speaker/Chairman in the first
place. The Act further says that the
Speaker/Chairman may even disallow the motion.

Of course, he will consider materials available
to him and may also consult such persons as he
thinks fit before admitting or rejecting the
‘motion. The most crucial thing about this
procedure is that if the Speaker/Chairman refuses
to admit the motion, no further action will be
taken in the matter and the motion will lapse.

This procedure needs closer examination. The
Act does not mention the conditions of
admissibility of the motion, which is the case in
respect of all motions and resolutions under the
Rules of Procedure of the Houses of Parliament. It
may be noted here that the Speaker/Chairman
while admitting or disallowing the motion under
this Act is not performing the duty as the
Presiding Officer of the House. On the contrary,
he acts as a statutory authority and thus performs
a statutory Act. Still, the basic conditions of
admissibility of the motion need to be spelt out.
Otherwise, the action of disallowing the motion

Judicial removal — tough law with a loophole

RIS U | g — TP I&d B, dAfbd T Wil & |1y

may attract the charge of arbitrariness especially
when the Speaker is performing a statutory act. It
is another matter that since disallowing the
motion is a statutory Act, as distinct from a
legislative Act performed in the House, it can be
challenged in court.

Where the flaw lies

As a matter of fact, the charges against a judge are
thoroughly investigated by a committee
appointed by the Speaker/Chairman consisting of
a judge of the Supreme court, the Chief Justice of
a High Court and a distinguished jurist. This
action is taken after the motion is admitted by the
Speaker/Chairman. This will be a detailed
investigation done by very experienced judicial
officers. So, what exactly will be the examination
which the Speaker/Chairman will do at the first
stage? It may be mentioned here that under the
law, the preliminary examination by the
Speaker/Chairman is of such crucial importance
that if the notice of motion signed by as many as
100 or more Members of Parliament is disallowed
without assigning any reasons, the whole exercise
which is undertaken by Parliament for the
impeachment of a judge under a constitutional
provision becomes infructuous because the
motion does not survive. This points to a serious
flaw in the law. Article 124(5) does not refer to any
specific motion which is required to be admitted
or disallowed by the presiding officer of the
House. It may be noted here that under Article 61,
there is a provision for a resolution which is
mandatorily to be moved. But this Article does
not empower the Speaker/Chairman to refuse to
admit it on any grounds.

In fact, Article 124(5) which empowers
Parliament to make a law to “regulate the
procedure for the presentation of an address”
and for “investigation and proof of the
misbehaviour or incapacity of a judge” does not
leave any space for the Speaker/Chairman to
refuse admission of the motion. Proof of
misbehaviour is to be established through
investigation which is to be done by the high-level
committee appointed by the Speaker/Chairman.

So, obviously, there is no ground on which a
motion signed by as many as 100 Members of
Parliament (MP) can be rejected at the threshold.

There is no reason to think that the MPs who
move a motion for impeaching a judge will do so
without being serious about it. But there is every
reason to think that a motion for impeaching a
judge is most likely to be disallowed at the
threshold if the government does not want it.
Thus, the operation of a serious constitutional
provision for removing an unworthy judge can be
thwarted by the whims of a government.

Therefore, the provision which gives the
Speaker/Chairman an option to disallow the
motion needs to be revisited.

There has been much attention on 107 Members of Parliament in the Lok Sabha (the
INDIA bloc) having given notice of an impeachment motion in December 2025, seeking the
removal of Justice G.R. Swaminathan, Judge of the Madras High Court.

AIBAUT & 107 ATHG! (INDIA TSEUH) GRT IR 2025 T HEIRART Y1 &1 Ay iU
T TR BIH! A Bigd gofl ¢, o S 3 =rarad & =aranefi=r <argyfd oi.em.
WY & geR ®I AT &1 TR B

The motion had 13 charges against the judge which included one that the judge has been
acting against secular constitutional principles and favouring lawyers of a particular

community.

Y UaTd § e & fawg 13 SMRIY @ U §, o gg off =nfira B fr 3= evdfaRaer
Haure Rigial & fovg ol fvar ok ter iy Jera & aaial &1 ue foar|

The notice of the motion was submitted to the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Om Birla, on

December 9.

Y UATd BT T TBAHT ehel 3iH foRer o1 9 faiar ! Jiur mam o)
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The terms and conditions

T1d IR yraeT

Impeachment of a judge of the Supreme Court of India is provided for in Articles 124(4)
and 124(5) of the Constitution and that of a High Court judge in Articles 217(1)(b) and 218.
YRA & Fdied AT & TR & g &1 Wad™ Ifau & erqsdg 124(4) 3R 124(5)
U1 I graTerd & =rardiRr & o arqsde 217(1)(b) 3R 218 H fhar m B

The term ‘impeachment’ is not used in the Constitution which instead uses the term
‘removal’ in the case of judges.

gy & =mnedi=it & fou e e &1 uanT A6t foran T 8, afcdh S9% M R gemr
eq P ITANT T T B

The term ‘impeachment’ is used only in the context of the removal of the President of India
from office (Article 61).

‘gl?Tﬁ-l’lﬁ'lT’WWWWW%W@W@W%Wﬁﬁ@WM)WW
|

The procedure laid down in Article 124 for the removal of a Supreme Court judge applies to
a ngh Court judge as well.
TG 124 ﬁ%w%mﬁﬁmﬁ@mmﬂé% J5! S AT &

raTefier o) ot A A R

Article 124(5) provides that Parliament may make law to regulate the procedure for the
investigation of the charges against the judge.

TG 124(5) & SFUR, AR & o SRIUT &t S &1 Uforan & fafFafig & & o
e P o1 Fhal 2|

Accordingly, Parliament enacted the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 which, together with the
Judges Inquiry Rules, deals with the entire procedure for the impeachment of judges.

0 & ded d9q A =arardiRr (@) siftfeaw, 1968 s, St =arardi=r s e o 9y
et amanefii &1 gem @t g ufthan &1 Fdfa wrar g1

A judge of the Supreme Court or the High Court can be removed from office on the ground
of proved misbehaviour or incapacity.

Hae Ty 7 S <ArTad & [ohw ARt 3 R gofagR ar Si&dr & SR W UG
< g S ahdl ¢ |

Misbehaviour has not been specifically defined in the Constitution.

glaeR & Wfeum § faRly T u @ uRuyiiya 76t fesar man g

But the Court has in a number of judgments explained this term as conduct which brings
dishonour to the judiciary, wilful misconduct, corruption, lack of integrity, offence
involving moral turpitude, and wilful abuse of judicial office.

QA =amarerg 2 w3 Fofal & 39 amauifereT @1 ufasT @ 39 ugem= arer SrERT, SATHESSH?
PR, W AR B T, AT Uaq I IS RTY, 3R AP UG BT AGHD
g?;q!illl ChIRI

There have been very lofty pronouncements by the top court on the ideal conduct of
judges.

i =mTed R AT & SH1ERf SRl R o Swsig fewfort &1 7 ¢

In K. Veeraswami vs Union Of India And Others (1991), the Court said that “the society’s
demand for honesty in a judge is exacting and absolute” and that deviation from such
standards is a betrayal of trust.

K. Veeraswami S9TH HIRd Y (1991) H RIeg 3 Fel [ “~aramei=r ¥ que 3t SHert
B YT HSR 3R guf gt 87 3R 37 U-eh! § faga fayraama 8|

The Court further held that no excuse or legal relativity can condone such betrayal.
I A 3 Fgl s B W T A1 B adb W fayraard &1 71w Ag &% Ghdi|
On the meaning of proven misbehaviour, the Court in M. Krishna Swami vs Union Of
India and Ors. (1992) stated that every act or error of judgment does not amount to
misbehaviour.

1 gafaeR & 3Rf W M. Krishna Swami 9110 HIRd 39 (1992) H 10 A Hel foh 8%
o gt fAofg &Y e s 3o A gafagR =&t gia|

Wilful abuse of judicial office, wilful misconduct, corruption, lack of integrity, or any
offence involving moral turpitude would constitute misbehaviour.
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TP UG BT ATHIHAPR GOUANT, THIHPR HEER, PR, SUFSR &t &3it, a1 Afaw
o 9 ST $ig WY ruRTe gHagR &t 4ot F Smum|

e Misconduct im%Iies actuation of some degree of mens rea by the doer.

PR &1 3 g fp waf gy feedt 7 fHd TR W TuRTRIS HIT (mens rea) 18I

Procedures of the motion
EESICE ]

e An analysis of Articles 124(4) and (5), the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 and Rules would
reveal that lawmakers were extremely careful about protecting the independence of the
judiciary.
ala%z 124(4) 3R (5), =amard=r (oii) Sifaf~raw, 1968 3R Y &1 faxaww og gwiar g fo

3 TAUTRIPT B T 3 W& F) AP I T SRl

. So, the law relating to the removal of a judge of the superior courts was made as tough as
possible.
S, I <arTadl & AT 3t geM ¥ Yaitid S &1 FURHT HAR o™ T4

e The main provisions of Articles 124(4) and (5) are:
TG 124(4) 3R (5) F T WAYTH 39 UHR g

e ‘An address to be passed by each House of Parliament supported by a majority of the
total membership of each House and by a majority of not less than two thirds of the
members present and voting, which shall be sent to the President seeking the removal of
the judge who shall thereupon pass an order removing the judge from his office’.
TG & AP e gRT UIRT U YU, 5 I &1 ) $ol A WSl & GgHd adl
SUFRYA SR A H7A ITd UGH & HH A HH &1-fIgTE 9gud 1 9uel= Ui 1, gufay
1 U QT e s1G Pufd e 1 U 9 ge 1 e uikd Sl

e It also provides for the enactment of a law by Parliament for regulating the procedure
relating to the investigation of charges against the judge and for the presentation of an
address to the President seeking his removal.

Tg WG §RT I F91¢ 1 &1 Ui Urae= vl g, foret =manefier & fawg SRl &t sirg
ﬁma%nﬂgqﬁraﬁsaﬁ%g STUHTIOT Y et 1 e fafvafere €|

e This Act provides for a motion to be submitted to either the Speaker (Lok Sabha) or the
Chairman (Rajya Sabha) signed by Members of either House.

g SHTUFGH fobet 1t Y o el gRI GXAER UATd DT AIhaHT A& U1 ACTTHT &
FHTUFT BT TR B BT WG Bl 5|
e The Act requires not less than 100 Members of the Lok Sabha to sign the notice of motion

if given to the Speaker and not less than 50 Members of the Rajya Sabha to sign the notice
if given to the Chairman.

fe; TRATa ABAHT & B T 11 8 Al 39 R FH A FH 100 NHTUT TGl B THAER
IS § 3R TG FUTUF D 31 ST § O FH A FH 50 ISTTUT TG & GeR
3TaGF & |

e The motion seeks to present an address to the President for the removal of the judge.
g URaTd ATaTdi=r 3 ge & U Igufa Y SfHUTIOr URgd B BT SRR HRATB |

e The Actin fact introduces a procedure under which the motion given notice is required to be
admitted by the Speaker/Chairman in the first place.
Ig S araa ® Ut ufshar Rifid Frar 8 R TRaTd &) T Ugd Sreaed a1 guTafa
ERT WBTR {331 ST SHa=a e 5|

e The Act further says that the Speaker/Chairman may even disallow the motion.
siffram o8 ot wear & 6 sremer ar guTafy wRaTa &t sedfieTR ot HR Twa B

e Of course, he will consider materials available to him and may also consult such persons
as he thinks fit before admitting or rejecting the motion.

WIS 8 3 3 3 U Suasy ATl R faaR 37 3R URaTd &) WeR T 3RGIBR H
3 Ugd Sfa safaaal @ urraef off e god B

e The most crucial thing about this procedure is that if the Speaker/Chairman refuses to
admit the motion, no further action will be taken in the matter and the motion will lapse.
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T Ufoha &1 e AUt a1 I8 g o I Sremes a1 gTIf vRara &) WeR $3 |
STPR P A €, I 3T A A D13 3T Bt HRATS el 8171 3R UFATd JHT 81 ST |

e This procedure needs closer examination.
Y Yok HT 3R T A URI&I0T {351 ST SM1a=a e g |

e The Act does not mention the conditions of admissibility of the motion, which is the case
in respect of all motions and resolutions under the Rules of Procedure of the Houses of
Parliament.
g5 MY yaTa @Y Wierdar & Irdl o1 Ieeia Tol BT, Tdid T9E b qal df
Frayured F el & siarfa s wft uraral oik Yehedt & for Tt =rdf Ruffea g 81

e It may be noted here that the Speaker/Chairman, while admitting or disallowing the motion
under this Act, is not performing the duty as the Presiding Officer of the House.
Ig1 U8 &I ¢ g § o sremed ar wuufa, 39 SifIfam & siavia URamd & WieR a1
RATHR FHRd T, WA & USRI PR & 9 T 1 751 IR 3B 81|

e On the contrary, he acts as a statutory authority and thus performs a statutory act.
9% fAuRid, 3 AU WfUsT & U H S ovd § 3R 39 TSR T dUIf~e S &1
e B ¢ |

e Sitill, the basic conditions of admissibility of the motion need to be spelt out.
i 1R, TRaTa @ go Tierddr rat o Ty & @ fFruffva foan s srews ¢

o Otherwise, the action of disallowing the motion may attract the charge of arbitrariness,
especially when the Speaker is performing a statutory act.

3T, faRiveR ofe 3reder dUTFIP BTd R IR 8, l Udd B! SRATPR P Pt PRATS W
HAHT BT RIY T Fhal g

e |tis another matter that since disallowing the motion is a statutory act, as distinct from a
legislative act performed in the House, it can be challenged in court.
g e 91d § fob dfth TaTa Bl SRABR AT Th defep »1d 7, 7 {6 T o fopar
faemit rd, Sufere 38 =uraTerg A TR & 51 "t 2|

Where t.he flaw Iiss
ST § @Rl bel 8

e As amatter of fact, the charges against a judge are thoroughly investigated by a committee
appointed by the Speaker/Chairman consisting of a judge of the Supreme Court, the Chief
Justice of a High Court and a distinguished jurist.
araqd #, frdt i & faes Sl o1 4 ke ¥ s Tl e RuRas gR1 Fged te
Iffa gr1 3t e €, o gite #id &1 ve =amansdten, fasdt S=1 =amarey & qer
== 3R T wfafya faftawr i 8id 8

e This action is taken after the motion is admitted by the Speaker/Chairman.

Ig HRATS WIBIAGIAT GRT AT & WIBR [T o1 & §1G B! ol 5|

e This will be a detailed investigation done by very experienced judicial officers.
Tg U fawqa g 17 ot srcdd srqudt =i siftrepfal grT &t Set

e So, what exactly will be the examination which the Speaker/Chairman will do at the first
stage?
a1 PR WY TROT H WHRAIARAT GRT $1 S aTel! ST aad § 31 gHiT?

e |t may be mentioned here that under the law, the preliminary examination by the
Speaker/Chairman is of such crucial importance that if the notice of motion signed by as
many as 100 or more Members of Parliament is disallowed without assigning any
reasons, the whole exercise which is undertaken by Parliament for the impeachment of a

judge under a constitutional provision becomes infructuous because the motion does
not survive.

T5T U8 Ieai Ha1 o Tohdll § b BT & i TR RAawA gRT &t o1 arelt URfIS g
St HEyul & % afe 100 AT Sifires WiwSH §RT SXAI&RT WRaATG YA H! 41 HIg HIROT
AT SRAIPR R a1 o1 8, Ot WA uraem & ded <armei=r & agifiahT & faw
e gRT foan a1 1y fAewa g1 St | i uara sifre o 1Y Ygan|

e This points to a serious flaw in the law.

Ig BT | T TR @R 3T 3R Tdvd axar 5
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Article 124(5) does not refer to any specific motion which is required to be admitted or
disallowed by the presiding officer of the House.

3G 124(5) [l T fafRre wrara &1 I 781 dHxal o) Fe1 & Woriia et gR
Wpd a1 SRAIPHd fohdl ST 31a=aS Bl

It may be noted here that under Article 61, there is a provision for a resolution which is
mandatorily to be moved.

TgT U8 &I foar o Tehd § o 3rgedq 61 & Sicid Ueh UTd 1 UTae ¢ ford aif~ard w= v
| U foar ST BT ]

But this Article does not empower the Speaker/Chairman to refuse to admit it on any
grounds.

Qe 78 3rTsde TiATRas & fhdt oft sk R 3 sRAIPR T &1 3fIBR 8 <al
In fact, Article 124(5) which empowers Parliament to make a law to regulate the procedure
for the presentation of an address and for investigation and proof of the misbehaviour
or incapacity of a judge does not leave any space for the Speaker/Chairman to refuse
admission of the motion.

ARd H, 3T5G 124(5) Sl HHG BI Ud & YIIAIPROT B UFehaT qUT URITEI & GRIAR a1
SEHAT B STd 3R YHIVT & AT BT S BT SHRIBR <dl 5, TH/AGRAA DI URdTd Bt
Wl 8 SR B F AT IS TS Tol Dol

Proof of misbehaviour is to be established through investigation which is to be done by the
high-level committee appointed by the Speaker/Chairman.

SRTER BT THIUT ST & Jread & i far o R, off Wi aaad gr1 Rged Swwadiy
|afifd gR1 &1 S g

So, obviously, there is no ground on which a motion signed by as many as 100 Members
of Parliament (MP) can be rejected at the threshold.

3T, WY U J T HIS MYR T & oS d8d 100 Fi¥ST (MP) R g&1eiRd UwdTa o
TR TR TR SRATHR (a1 o T |

There is no reason to think that the MPs who move a motion for impeaching a judge will
do so without being serious about it.

Tg T &1 HIs SR L ¢ fob =ararehizr & wghiahT & o yarg aF ard g 9
TifiRar & fomr a3

But there is every reason to think that a motion for impeaching a judge is most likely to be
disallowed at the threshold if the government does not want it.

A I8 A & QRT SRYI 3 [ Al TRBR T8 argdl, 01 Ararehi=r & AgTiHaRT &1 Ueard
TRIS WX R & erdigpd 5l Il 5|

Thus, the operation of a serious constitutional provision for removing an unworthy judge
can be thwarted by the whims of a government.

Y UHR, AT AT &) gem 3q S 7T TR Faf® W &1 YareH IReR St
BT T AR a1 o g gl

Therefore, the provision which gives the Speaker/Chairman an option to disallow the
motion needs to be revisited.

3{d: 98 UG off THHEATRAT B! YT SRAPR H BT fadped a1 8, 3V : famr
T S &1 sz g1
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A fight over figures: the constitutional
debate over numerals

A forgotten but fiery debate in the Constituent Assembly once pitted cultural pride against pragmatic modernity over something as simple as

numerals. This controversy reminds us how even digits became symbols of identity and plurality

Faisal CK.
ecember 22 of every year is
celebrated as National
Mathematics Day to honour
the genius of Srinivasa

Ramanujan. Upholding the same spirit a
month later, it is worth revisiting a
remarkable constitutional episode
involving numerals.

One of the most passionate debates in
the Constituent Assembly was not just
about fundamental rights or federalism,
but about the choice of numerals —
Devanagari (¢, 2, 3) or international
numerals (1, 2, 3). Two blocs emerged: the
traditionalists who championed
Devanagari, and the moderates who

’_ favoured international numerals. For the
Hindi traditionalist group, numerals were
cultural artefacts that affirmed India’s
civilisational identity. In that pursuit, they
were willing to overlook national unity for
linguistic uniformity. As Granville Austin
writes in The Constitution of India:
Cornerstone of a Nation, “The
Hindi-wallahs were ready to risk splitting
the Assembly and the country in their
unreasoning pursuit of uniformity. They
thus denied the Assembly’s belief in the
concept of accommodation and in
decision making by consensus. Assembly
members preferred to take decisions by
consensus or by as near to unanimity as
possible. Not only was this method deeply
embedded in the Indian tradition, it was
manifestly the most practical way to
frame the Constitution. A system of
government would not work effectively,
Assembly members knew, if large
segments of population were opposed to
it. Every attempt had to be made,
therefore, to achieve the broadest
possible agreement. The Hindi-wallahs,
however, announced that they would
impose Hindi on the country, if they had
one-vote majority. To prevent this, the
moderates went to great lengths to find a
compromise.” That is, Hindi chauvinism
was not confined to language and script
but extended to numerals as well. The

traditionalists demanded Devanagari
numerals and categorically rejected
“Arabic” or “International” numerals. The
dispute persisted throughout the framing
of the Constitution.

The Hindu, in an editorial dated August
23, 1949, even suggested that after the
inauguration of the Constitution, a
language commission should be
established to examine the choice of
numerals, among other issues.

Pride versus pragmatism

On August 26, 1949, the Constituent
Assembly spent a tense and acrimonious
three hours debating numerals, with
Pattabhi Sitaramayya in the chair. When
the issue was put to vote, the initial show
of hands exposed a sharp polarisation —
63 members favoured international
numerals and 54 supported Devanagari
numerals. A revision was demanded, and
the result was a dramatic 74-74 tie. At
Sitaramayya’s and Nehru’s urging, the
House concluded that Devanagari
numerals could not be imposed on the
republic by such a slender margin.

For days thereafter, the Hindi group,
led by Purushottamdas Tandon,
continued to resist international
numerals. Their adamancy drove many
Gujarati, Marathi, Bengali and even Bihari
members away from the Hindi camp and
into the ranks of the moderates. South
Indian members were already firmly in
favour of international numerals. Seth
Govind Das, leading the traditionalists,
thundered: “If we cannot even adopt our
own numerals, what self-respect can this
country claim? Countries which forget
their culture lose everything.” For them,
rejecting Devanagari numerals meant
rejecting India’s soul. But others viewed
the proposal as exclusionary and
impractical. Frank Anthony, speaking for
minorities and linguistic pluralists,
warned: “To impose Devanagari numerals
is to impose a culture on those who do
not share it. This will not unite; it will
divide.” For many from the South and
minority communities, the debate

symbolised a deeper anxiety — that a
cultural majority might emboss its
identity onto the Republic through
symbolic dominance.

Jawaharlal Nehru, the architect of
India’s scientific imagination, urged
restraint and reason. He emphasised that
science, commerce and international
exchange depended on international
numerals. Imposing Devanagari
numerals, he argued, would burden a
young nation with unnecessary
complications. International numerals
were already the backbone of modern
administration — banking, education,
telegraphy, engineering and trade.
Replacing them would have disrupted
governance and isolated India from global
scientific practice.

The inclusive compromise
After months of tense negotiation, the
Munshi-Ayyangar compromise resolved
the impasse with constitutional wisdom.
Article 343, reflecting this compromise,
adopted the “international form of Indian
numerals” (0-9). The Constitution gave
the President only transitional and
administrative powers in this domain.
Under Article 343(2), the President could
issue orders during the initial 15-year
period (1950-1965) authorising the use of
Hindi alongside English and prescribing
related procedural arrangements, which
implicitly covered allied matters such as
numerals. However, the President had no
independent authority to alter or
prescribe the official numeral system.
Article 343(3) vested exclusive power in
Parliament to legislate, after the transition
period, on whether the Union should use
English or the Devanagari form of
numerals for specified purposes. As
Parliament never enacted such a law,
international numerals continued by
constitutional design. Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Chairman of the Constituent
Assembly, remarked of the compromise
that “we have done the wisest possible
thing.”

Article 343(1) uses the curious

expression “the international form of
Indian numerals.” The phrase captures a
long civilisational journey. The numerals
used today — 1, 2, 3 — originated in India’s
place-value decimal system, travelled to
West Asia, and eventually reached
Europe. Their visual forms became
international, but their intellectual roots
remained Indian. By adopting them, the
Constituent Assembly acknowledged
India’s mathematical heritage, embraced
scientific universalism and ensured
administrative efficiency - a decision
shaped by both cultural pride and

pragmatic foresight.

Unity in diversity

The numerals debate may seem quaint
today, but its message is strikingly
contemporary. In an era where cultural
symbols are frequently deployed to assert
majoritarian dominance, the
Munshi-Ayyangar formula stands as a
constitutional reminder that India’s unity
cannot be built on uniformity. It affirms
that nation-building requires
accommodation, not homogenisation;
pluralism, not cultural conquest. By
balancing Hindi in Devanagari script with
the adoption of international numerals,
the framers sent a quiet but profound
signal: India’s identity would be inclusive,
layered and capacious - never the
monopoly of a single culture, language or
community. In the film The Man Who
Knew Infinity, Professor Hardy tells
Ramanujan, “We are merely explorers of
infinity in the pursuit of absolute
perfection.” So too were our
Constitution-makers — explorers
navigating the infinite diversity of India.
Their choice of numerals reminds us that
even the smallest symbols can carry the
largest constitutional truths: that India
thrives not when one identity triumphs,
but when all identities find room to
belong.

Faisal C.K. is Deputy Law Secretary to
the Government of Kerala and author of
The Supreme Codex: A Citizen’s Anxieties
and Aspirations on the Indian Constitution.

A fight over figures: the constitutional debate over numerals
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National Mathematics Day and a constitutional debate on numerals

Tt T feet o St TR weTw

e December 22 of every year is celebrated as National Mathematics Day to honour the genius

ded

of Srinivasa Ramanujan.

TR Ay 22 fedeR &1 AP 1O faa™r 7 ST @, i ey IwTS B Ul &1
G fobat T Fb |

e Upholding the same spirit a month later, it is worth revisiting a remarkable constitutional

episode involving numerals.
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e One of the most passionate debates in the Constituent Assembly was not just about
fundamental rights or federalism, but about the choice of numerals — Devanagari or
international numerals (1, 2, 3).

HAYUTT YT B! Y8 UGS Sedl 8§ I Th dhad Hifad USRI 1 wadrg )R ! o, afcw
3Pl & T — STANRI AT SARTEN 3 (1, 2, 3) W 4t Ui

e Two blocs emerged, the traditionalists who championed Devanagari, and the moderates
who favoured international numerals.

3 TIC IR, TP URURTATEL, St TARY &1 G 33 9, 3R GIR HHART, S Sfarghy it
b U&ER Y|

o For the Hindi traditionalist group, numerals were cultural artefacts that affiirmed India’s

civilisational identity.

?ﬂﬂmﬁw%ﬁmwmmaﬁwﬁvwwaﬁggm
|

¢ In that pursuit, they were willing to overlook national unity for linguistic uniformity.
S YA § 4 YTOTA Teheudl & foT PRI Tahall b ToR3HaTSl B bl 4t dUR 3|

¢ As Granville Austin writes in The Constitution of India: Cornerstone of a Nation, the
Hindi-wallahs were ready to risk splitting the Assembly and the country in their pursuit of
uniformity.

ST {5 AIfae SIS 3 The Constitution of India: Cornerstone of a Nation T forar %‘ %Eﬁ
T THETar Bt arg | JUT SR 3/ B fIUTRrg w2 &1 wifaw SoF &1 dar 3

e Thus, Hindi chauvinism extended beyond language and script to numerals as well.
39 UHR fEdt dastofar daa wre iR faft I Tt 981 g1, Sfed il ad o ha T

o The traditionalists demanded Devanagari numerals and rejected “Arabic” or
“Internatlonal” numerals.

Rl - 3TEATRY 3T P HIT B SR “REAP AT “SIARIT” 3T DI I TRE WINS B
|

» The dispute persisted throughout the framing of the Constitution.
T faare wfaur fAfor & ot uftear & SR okt <@

e The Hindu, in an editorial dated August 23, 1949, suggested that after the inauguration of
the Constitution, a language commission should examine the choice of numerals.

23 3T 1949 & U GulcHhid H & feg = ana fea for dfaum & arL g & d1g WINT SIRIRT
DI 3Dl & TG P oI d B! AU

Pride versus pragmatism
9-H

e On August 26, 1949, the Constituent Assembly spent three tense and acrimonious hours
debating numerals, with Pattabhi Sitaramayya in the chair.
26 3T 1949 &1, TRTFY AR &1 3regeram §, Tfau™ quT = el R @i araguf 3k
¢ U T Bl
e The initial vote showed 63 members in favour of international numerals and 54 supporting
Devanagari numerals.
URTYS T 63 MG ARRTEH Sl & Uaf 7 31K 54 UGR TR Sl & quel 7 &
e After a revision, the result was a dramatic 74-74 tie.

GAHAGH & §1G URUMH 74-74 S SRTERT OR 31 741

e At the urging of Sitaramayya and Nehru, the House concluded that Devanagari numerals
could not be imposed by such a slender margin.

ATE P 3T W T 1 Fpd Raprar i 57 o4 3iaR I Sg-RRY i 4
T8 o1 gha |

e For days, the Hindi group led by Purushottamdas Tandon resisted international numerals,
driving many Guijarati, Marathi, Bengali and Blharl members towards the moderates.

m%ﬁaaﬁ%a"r A TP siepl b1 faRly fobar, o s
TR, qm"r wﬁeﬁ?ﬁsﬁmnmﬁf&‘raﬂsﬁwﬁw

¢ South Indian members were already firmly in favour of international numerals.

gféror U Teg ugd © € AR il F uy B g A
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Seth Govind Das, leading the traditionalists, argued that rejecting Devanagari numerals
meant rejectmg Indla s self-respect and culture.

& Ad1 9 Mfdg g A dob &1 o SIANRY bl Bl A SUHT HRA & ST
3R TP B FHA & THH & |
Others, including Frank Anthony, warned that imposing Devanagari numerals would impose
one culture and divide rather than unite the country.
3= Aaraft, ford e Tyt A &, 7 Aarat < s THIRY i A1 o Axpia A= S
=l ﬁ%ﬁﬁwmﬁ%mﬁuﬁam|
For many from the South and minority communities, the debate symbolised a deeper fear
of cultural dominance in the Republic.
W%&WW%%W%W%W%ﬁWU@%W
YT @l I

Jawaharlal Nehru and the question of numerals

SATERATd A% 31X 3 BT UY

Jawaharlal Nehru, the architect of India’s scientific imagination, urged restraint and
reason.

YRA &1 TS BT & RIUSR AR A5 1 TIH 3R b | 9 faa|

He emphasised that science, commerce and international exchange depended on
international numerals.

3o R fear & faqm, arforsy 3iv Siaamsia SiTam=-Ua SaRRTgia 8idl R Rk #d &
Imposing Devanagari numerals, he argued, would burden a young nation with
unnecessary complications.

% e T 1o SEIIRY SiehY bl YU Th Fatfad MY WR SATIRID STfeardran ol gl
|

International numerals were already the backbone of modern administration such as
banking, educatlon telegraphy, englneerln and trade.

JARTHY 3 Ugd %ﬁm fRigm, AR soaw, $eifaiT ok
IR 3t g Y

Replacing them would have disrupted governance and isolated India from global
scientific practice.

I3 Fea I XTI IaRIT ST Bkt 3R HR AfYe A TRURT ¥ SeRT-4e T US S|

The inclusive compromise

After months of tense negotiation, the Munshi—-Ayyangar compromise resolved the
impasse with constitutional wisdom.

H3 AR &I aTaqu! areid & o1 GRA-3ATR JHghd = dadun=e fade & wr aforiy
RNEURIN

Article 343, reflecting this compromise, adopted the “international form of Indian
numerals” (0-9).

T G P &I U TG 343 7 “URUIT 3PT & HTRRITH FY” (0-9) I ORI
The Constitution gave the President only transitional and administrative powers in this
domain.

i3y 3 39 & H AUl 1 bac WHHUST R y=THS Wil e i

Under Article 343(2), the President could issue orders during the initial 15-year period
(1950-1965) authorising the use of Hindi alongside English and related procedures,
implicitly covering matters such as numerals.

3TDG 343(2) B dgd URTHS 15 a (1950-1965) B 3fafdl & ATl 3t ¥ ay S &
ST 3R et ufoharelt W 3M1ex ¢ o 3, fora Wiy &0 & eiwpl o fawg 2nfera g1

However, the President had no independent authority to alter or prescribe the official
numeral system.

T, AFUTT BT UGG 3 Hommett daa a1 FufRa F o1 wada fUsR g7 o1l
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Article 343(3) vested exclusive power in Parliament to legislate, after the transition period,
on whether the Union should use English or the Devanagari form of numerals for specified
purposes.

TG 343(3) 7 YHHU HTd & §1G VUG B! g a7 HRA &) A=y =ifaa §f s o sideft an
ST 31 DI ITNT B T -Tg |

As Parliament never enacted such a law, international numerals continued by
constitutional design.

Eﬁ%ﬂgﬁﬁﬁwaﬁgwqﬁm ST HAUTFe AR P SIHR SHARRPIT 3 g1
Idd B |

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Chairman of the Constituent Assembly, remarked that “we have done
the wisest possible thing.”

AU T & 31eAe ST, s WG A el [ “gu gad giawargul srd fear g1

The meaning of “international form of Indian numerals”

“URATT Sl B AP =0 &1 3

Article 343(1) uses the expression “the international form of Indian numerals.”
TG 343(1) H “UIRAT DT BT SHAAPI &Y~ Yealdel! BT FANT B3 T 3|

The numerals 1, 2, 3 originated in India’s place-value decimal system, travelled to West
Asia, and later reached Europe.

1, 2, 3 O 3ieh YR &1 RIF-HF GRATT YOI & I+l gU, Ui gi¥rar e o fr gRia
UG |
Their visual forms became international, but their intellectual roots remained Indian.

3T TR Y SHARTP & TN, TR 390! difege oIS UReHT & |

By adopting them, the Constituent Assembly acknowledged India’s mathematical heritage,
embraced scientific universalism, and ensured administrative efficiency.

I8 TR AU THT 7 HIRd B! T faRTHd ! WieR foar, ari=ie ardifiredr o
ST TR YRR G&rar YT o

Unity in diversity
fafaerar 9 gopar

The numerals debate may seem quaint today, but its message is deeply contemporary.
3! IR s 69 3ol GRIHT T Hhcll &, AT ST AGRT Tl 1} YT 5|

The Munshi—Ayyangar formula reminds us that India’s unity cannot be built on
uniformity.

H-3rETR A I8 T1e fdTd § {6 HRd 5 Tdhal Theudl R Temd el 81 Il |
Nation-building requires accommodation, not homogenisation, pluralism, not cultural
conquest.

1y a3 o wuTare 918y, Thsuar gt 3R agadle a1y, Hiepiad advd el |
By balancing Hindi in Devanagari script with international numerals, the framers signalled
that India’s identity would be inclusive, layered and capacious.

ST foafy # &t ok sieRmTgTa il & T § waum fFmfarslt 3 dad fear f wRa &t
Uga WHTART, 9gaid 3R Tu® gt

It would never be the monopoly of a single culture, language or community.

75 Fit off fondl uep wepfar, WIS a1 Qe ) Suid el gRi|

In the film The Man Who Knew Infinity, Professor Hardy tells Ramanujan that “we are
merely explorers of infinity.”

f%@ The Man Who Knew Infinity § TR gTe MM I $gd & (o “GH Had 3id &
YD §1”

So too were our Constitution-makers, navigating the infinite diversity of India.

St R R wfdur fAmtar ot yrRa o e fafderar & anf @ @ 91

Their choice of numerals reminds us that even the smallest symbols carry the largest
constitutional truths.

ITHT 3} T Tg9 g1 I farar § fr B @ udie t 98 Haenfe I vhe gld 8|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page 17



patriotic

"
b

Path

¢ India thrives not when one identity triumphs, but when all identities find room to belong.
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1. | Should corruption charges need prior sanction?

T YPTEIR & AR & ¢ gd Wipia mawas g1 angu?

Should corruption charges need prior sanctior

What does Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act. 1988 mandate? Why was there a split verdict on deciding whether Section 17A was constitutionally

valid? What do earlier rulings by the Supreme Court state? What are the systemic reforms needed to tackle corruption among public officials?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:

two-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court has delivered a
split verdict on the

constitutional validity of
Section 17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 (PCA, 1988) that
requires prior approval from the
appropriate government before
investigation into any offence alleged to
have been committed by a public servant
in discharge of official functions.

‘What is the PCA, 1988?
The Central government had constituted
a committee on prevention of corruption
under the chairmanship of K. Santhanam
in 1962. The Santhanam committee
submitted its report in 1964. It resulted in
the strengthening of laws dealing with
bribery and criminal misconduct. Finally,
a comprehensive act was enacted to
consolidate the law relating to prevention
of corruption in the form of PCA, 1988.
‘The PCA, 1988 provides for
punishment with respect to offences
committed by public servants while
performing public duties. “Public servant”
includes any government or local
authority employee, any Judge, any
person who holds an office by virtue of
which he is required to perform a public
duty etc. ‘Public duty’ means a duty in
the discharge of which the government,
the public or the community at large has
an interest. The type of offences
punishable under the PCA, 1988 include
bribery, undue advantage without
consideration, criminal misconduct etc.

‘What is Section 17A?

Section 19 of the PCA, 1988 requires prior
sanction from the appropriate
government before prosecution of a
public servant in a court of law. However,
it was felt that there needs to be a
distinction in dealing between intentional

Should corruption charges need prior sanction?

A

corruption and decisions taken in
good-faith that could potentially go
wrong. Officers become reluctant to take
bold and timely decisions because of fear
of wrongful prosecution. In order to
address this issue, the Parliament inserted
Section 17A through an amendment of the
PCA in the year 2018.

This section requires prior approval
from the appropriate government for
initiating an inquiry or investigation into
any alleged offence committed by a public
servant which is relatable to any
recommendation made or decision taken
by a public servant in discharge of official
function or duties.

What were earlier rulings?

In Vineet Narain versus Union of India
(1998), the Supreme Court struck down
an executive order, referred to as ‘Single
Directive’, issued to the Central Bureau of

GETTY IMAGES

Investigation (CBI), that required prior
sanction of the designated authority
before initiating investigation against
certain categories of public servants.
Subsequently, in 2003, Parliament
amended the Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act (DSPE Act), that
governs the functioning of the CBI.
Section 6A was added to this Act that
required prior approval of the Central
government to initiate any investigation
against officers at the rank of Joint
Secretary or above. This was also struck
down by the SC in Dr Subramaniam
Swamy versus Director, CBI (2014) as
violative of Article 14 of the Constitution
that guarantees equality before law.

What is the current split verdict?

The current verdict of a division Bench of
the Supreme Court is on a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) filed by the Centre for

Public Interest Litigation (CPIL) against
the Union of India. Justice K. V.
Viswanathan held that the requirement of
obtaining prior approval before initiating
investigation was necessary in order to
protect honest officers from vexatious
and frivolous complaints. His judgment
cautioned that a ‘play-it-safe syndrome’
may set in the bureaucracy if such a
protection was not available. However, he
held that the constitutional validity of
Section 17A would be sustained only if the
approval is provided by an independent
agency and not by the government itself.
His order read Section 17A in conjunction
with Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013
and held that the approval should be
provided by the appropriate government
based on a binding opinion given by
Lokpal and Lokayuktas in respect of
Central and State government employees
respectively.

Justice B. V. Nagarathna on the other
hand held that Section 17A was
unconstitutional and tantamount to ‘Old
wine in new bottle’ that was struck down
in earlier cases by the court. She held that
Article 14 requires intelligible differentia
and rational nexus to the legislative
object, and that Section 17A fails on both
counts. She held that adequate protection
for honest officers in the form of prior
sanction from the government before
prosecution by a court is already available
under Section 19 of the PCA.

This matter will now be heard by a
larger Bench for a conclusive decision.
Meanwhile, there are two systemic
reforms that are warranted. First, there
must be swift disposal of cases and
handing over punishments for guilty
public servants that would actasa
deterrent against corruption. Second,
penalty may be imposed for false and
‘malicious complaints. This would act as a
deterrent against habitual and vexatious
complaints.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified.” He currently trains at Officers
IAS academy. Views expressed are
personal.

T YPTAR & AR & fore qd Wiepfa smaxas g+l amie?

Split verdict on Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988
YR farr sifufram, 1988 #t 4RT 17A W fywfora aar

THE GIST

v

The PCA, 1988 provides for
punishment with respect to
offences committed by public
servants while performing
public duties.

v

Section 13 of the PCA, 1988
requires prior sanction from
the appropriate government
before prosecution of a public
servant in a court of law.

-

In Vineet Narain versus Union
of India (1998), the Supreme
(Court struck down an executive
order, referred to as ‘Single
Directive’, issued to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
that required prior sanction of
the designated authority
before initiating investigation
against certain categories of
public servants.

e A two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court has delivered a split verdict on the
constitutional validity of Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 (PCA,
1988) that requires prior approval from the appropriate government before investigation
into any offence alleged to have been committed by a public servant in discharge of official

functions.

Jiiu i Ft gl-=arardi=n @ We 7 usrER fHarr siftfmm, 1988 (PCA, 1988) Tt URT
17A B Haufae duar R fawifora baen foar 8, Sored 5 e dae grT i1

Address
Email Id

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Page 18

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

gzgﬁqﬁmwmmaﬁmémmwﬁuﬁmw
|

What is the PCA, 19887
YYER AR siftifea, 1988 w1

The Central government had constituted a committee on prevention of corruption under
the chairmanship of K. Santhanam in 1962.

&% PR - 1962 H &, HUFH S1 sfeefdl H YerarR Faror afifer &1 76+ fasar an
The Santhanam Committee submitted its report in 1964.

YT AfHfa = 1964 7 3o+t KUl vRgd &1

It resulted in the strengthening of laws dealing with bribery and criminal misconduct.

b GRUTRGRTY RYa@RY 3R SMRIIS HeraR A Heldd ST I Fee foar 17|

Finally, a comprehensive Act was enacted to consolidate the law relating to prevention of
corruptlon in the form of PCA, 1988.

3fdd: WW@WW@WM%@WWW 1988 &
0§ U JuT Sifafrs s=ma m|

The PCA, 1988 provides for punishment with respect to offences committed by public
servants while performing public duties.

PCA, 1988 T @I% Td®! gRI AIdGI=dh Hdadl & (Hdg & QR [T 7T SIRTE & 1T &8 o1
picric iy

‘Public servant’ includes any government or local authority employee, any Judge, any
person who holds an office by virtue of which he is required to perform a public duty, etc.

AP AaP A D13 Ht TRPRT 1 RITIY UfUHI0r BT FHARY, Bz araehi=r, i v g
Y e 2fire g o [l ug & SRUr Jrdeif=ie ol AHM & o a1ea 8|

‘Public duty’ means a duty in the discharge of which the government, the public or the
communlty at large has an interest.
Hdar 98 Had § o (Hde- & IRBR, F-1dT a1 AU IS $1 3 (g 81
The type of offences punishable under the PCA, 1988 include bribery, undue advantage
without consideration, criminal misconduct, etc.
;%A 1988§wfaas=ﬁua{wshﬁﬁ%a 1 wRwa s @y, SRR SerR
A g

What is Section 17A?
YRT17TA T 8

Section 19 of the PCA, 1988 requires prior sanction from the appropriate government
before prosecution of a public servant in a court of law.

PCA, 1988 @t HIRT 19 & dgd [hdl A Had & AU I Ugd SUYH WRHR &I g
Fﬂ?ﬁre«naw

However, it was felt that there needs to be a distinction between intentional corruption and
good-faith decisions that could potentially go wrong.

g U8 HEw fohar T b SIFggran U 1T YBAR SR Hgra & fg e fofal &
a9 g g1 aTeT, it Ted i 8 9dhd ¢

Officers become reluctant to take bold and timely decisions because of fear of wrongful
prosecution.

SRISRT Ted STHATeH & W § Aeie 3R ¥9g R fAofg o7 3 fege- @ &

In order to address this issue, the Parliament inserted Section 17A through an amendment
of the PCA in the year 2018.

U GET & JHIY 5 TG A 2018 H W & 7199 T URT 17A S|

This section requires prior approval from the appropriate government for initiating an inquiry
or investigation into any alleged offence committed by a public servant which is relatable to
any recommendation made or decision taken by a public servant in discharge of official
function or duties.
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What were earlier rulings?

ud # o fyofg fgg o &

In Vineet Narain versus Union of India (1998), the Supreme Court struck down an
executive order, referred to as the ‘Single Directive’, issued to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), that required prior sanction before initiating investigation against
certain categories of public servants.

Ot AR 99T YRT W (1998) & WA P 7 CBI &I IR T Y Rivar srRfaea
TS PRIGRT M DI R R e, e $o AR & dld Jad! & [9vg o 9§ ugd gd
wpfa sazaes dt

Subsequently, in 2003, Parliament amended the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act
(DSPE Act), which governs the functioning of the CBI.

3O TIg 2003 T T3¢ A feedt fa=iw yfery wimae siftifeaw (DSPE Act) T S=ited foar, it
CBI & HRIGRUT &1 AR Fxal 5

Section 6A was added to this Act, requiring prior approval of the Central government to
initiate any investigation against officers at the rank of Joint Secretary or above.

o URT 6A S!S, % dgd Wgad ard a1 399 SHWR & UG & RGN &
ﬁwm&wwﬁ%ﬁhwﬁuﬁﬁﬁwmi

This was also struck down by the Supreme Court in Dr Subramaniam Swamy versus
Director, CBI (2014) as violative of Article 14 of the Constitution, which guarantees
equality before law.

4 +ft ol H1E 7 1. geuuaw W@l 591 fE=®, CBI (2014) T AU & 3T 14, S
B S JUE U S TR <dT §, BT Ieayd AHd g FRed o= e

What is the current split verdict?

goaT favTfora e = g

The current verdict of a division Bench of the Supreme Court is on a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) filed by the Centre for Public Interest Litigation (CPIL) against the Union
of India.

it HI & fg-=arareh=r §is &1 g8 adum thaen dg aiefed arfiet g (CPIL) §RT UIRA
Y & [Ivg TR SAfed gif<i®T (PIL) R B

Justice K. V. Viswanathan held that the requirement of obtaining prior approval before
initiating investigation was necessary in order to protect honest officers from vexatious
and frivolous complaints.

AT &. &Y. fAyAr= 3 O 6 o IRE 33 3 ugd Od Wpid 3 S1avadmdl SHMER
aﬁmﬁﬁaﬁw%ﬁvgtﬁm@&mﬁﬁwﬁ%ﬁaﬁ%
His judgment cautioned that a ‘play-it-safe syndrome’ may set in the bureaucracy if such a
protection was not available.
% fofa & et §f 7S s afs T gRen Suasy g g df eeRmg! § Aw Jat
AHRIEar fAsHRd 8 Iadl ¢
However, he held that the constitutional validity of Section 17A would be sustained only if
the approval is provided by an independent agency and not by the government itself.

T8 ft Fe1 fb 9T 17A Ft WawfAe derar auft s+t 38 Tt § o9 Wigfa
WIR %m%\fﬁw ot gRI § S
His order read Section 17A in conjunction with the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 and

held that the approval should be provided by the appropriate government based on a
binding opinion given by Lokpal and Lokayuktas in respect of Central and State

government employees respectiv
W&mﬁWWAﬁ?ﬁm&%? SfUfH, 2013 & 91 Ugd gu Hel 1 fh
B Iuged IRPR gRT & S 91T, Gﬁm AT 3R 7o HHARE S He §

ArPUTe 3R NPT Bt ITABTRY I TR IR 81
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o Justice B. V. Nagarathna, on the other hand, held that Section 17A was unconstitutional
and tantamount to ‘old wine in a new bottle’ that was struck down in earlier cases by the
court.
ot ok, =arggfd . Y. ARET A 9 b URT 17A RIS § 3R Ug A diad § R
IRTE & THM g, o =marad usd gt A | AR 3R g7 5

¢ She held that Article 14 requires intelligible differentia and a rational nexus to the
legislative object, and that Section 17A fails on both counts.

I2 FET o e 14 & Igd JuH aryg qafferzor ok faurd Sexa | adbwina day
3MARTH 7, 3R URT 17A g1 gt Saifedl iR fawa st 5l

¢ She held that adequate protection for honest officers in the form of prior sanction before

prosecution by a court is already available under Section 19 of the PCA.
35 I8 ft T % $AMeER sftreival & forg =amarera ® Siftrie & qd wigfa & w0 o
Tt TREM Ugd & §1 PCA Pt URT 19 & 3cild Iuas g
e This matter will now be heard by a larger Bench for a conclusive decision.
39 39 Amd &1 e fAofa & foe 39 9t die & wme g S
e Meanwhile, there are two systemic reforms that are warranted.
29 o9, 3 YOI GURY & Sa=IHdT 518 TS |

o First, there must be swift disposal of cases and punishment of guilty public servants,
which would act as a deterrent against corruption.

U5, A &l @id fFTeRT iR il dte Aawt o & faar o 91y, St UeER &
favs farR® & &0 4 o1 B

e Second, penalty may be imposed for false and malicious complaints, which would act as
a deterrent against habitual and vexatious complaints.

TR, gAY 3R gHfarguf Rrerdl R &8 avmar o Jodr 8, SR siea+ 3R & $
areit RreTadi W Ab Tl

GS Paper II: International Relations

TOPICS COVERED | 22 January 2026

1. | Building bridges

2. | Trump’s Greenland quest unravels NATO and EU ties

¢u F1 Fcis 1 918 | ATeT 3R R ¥ & Red Sagt

3. | What is behind China’s latest military drills around Taiwan?

dIgaE & ATHUTH T4 & TdaH I I & FiD 1 FRUT 82

s

QuiZ

5. | As Trump covets Greenland, the Arctic island still holds hazardous U.S.
waste

U B Wds R ToR & d19, rhie® g @ W T smfvd! =
HIIUTEC R
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~ Building bridges

The benefits of cross-border CBDC
payments could outweigh costs

T he RBI's reported moves towards encou-

raging India’s BRICS partners to link their
digital currencies with the RBI's own Cen-
tral Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) are sensible
but one that could pose some risks. According to
news reports, the RBI has recommended to the
Centre that a proposal connecting the CBDCs of
the BRICS countries be made part of the agenda
for the 2026 BRICS summit in India. This is a nat-
ural progression of India’s push during its presi-
dency of the G20 in 2023 for international coop-
eration and standardisation on cryptocurrencies.
The RBI has historically been extremely conser-
vative about private cryptocurrencies, repeatedly
calling for a ban, and progressive about CBDCs,
arguing that they have multiple uses. Its stance
seems largely correct — it recognises the evident
risks of cryptocurrencies as assets to invest in,
but sees the advantages of the blockchain as the
backbone of payments infrastructure. While a
ban on private cryptocurrencies seems extreme,
their widespread adoption does expose the pu-
blic to extreme volatility, fraud potential, and an
erosion of wealth. CBDCs have the advantage of a
sovereign guarantee and are also not interest-
bearing. They are not only safe but will also not
attract people looking to make returns. That said,
India in particular has little use for a domestic
CBDC. As digital payments go, the UPI infrastruc-
ture has proven to be excellent but has also far
too big a headstart for CBDC to overcome. This is
why the RBI's attempts to use CBDCs for interna-
tional payments are a sensible approach.
Cross-border payments are a significant chan-
nel for black and laundered money. Any attempts
to bring further transparency to such flows are
welcome. Blockchains are excellent instruments
for this purpose. They form transparent and im-
mutable records of transactions and can be cod-
ed to provide relevant details such as the points
of origin and destination. A BRICS agreement on
such a payment infrastructure could further
mandate that payments be linked to national
identity numbers or tax departments. CBDC pay-
ments would also help ease some of India’s stick-
ier international payments issues. Payments to
Russia and Iran, for example, will become easier
since the SWIFT network is not available to either
country. On the other hand, exactly such pay-
ments and the related move away from the dollar
will inevitably anger President Donald Trump. He
has already warned of additional tariffs on BRICS
countries should they move away from the dollar.
That said, with 50% tariffs in place, India needs
to see whether incremental tariffs will actually
hurt. The benefits of cross-border CBDC pay-
ments could still outweigh the costs.

Building bridges
aq fAtor

RBI, BRICS and CBDC Linkages
RAtes, faey i NS &1 Je/@

e The RBI’s reported moves towards encouraging
India’s BRICS partners to link their digital currencies
with the RBI's own Central Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC) are sensible but one that could pose some
risks.

JRII3MTE §RT IATE ¢ HeH, S HIRd & foaq
ATSieRI &1 U fEfrea ggrei & sRelems &
P 3o feforea g (@ﬂ'qﬂ@.hﬁ) A e & forw
Tiefed A1 e ¢, SFEd €, A 378 o nfaw
ot 81 9%d B

e According to news reports, the RBI has
recommended to the Centre that a proposal
connecting the CBDCs of the BRICS countries be
made part of the agenda for the 2026 BRICS summit
in India.

TUTER NUiel & SuR, AREAE 7 Fg RN B
Ryeriv=r a%%ﬁ? vt 33T 1 RAERN B i P
TRAT IR | g1 ATt 2026 fiey RRraw wwed &
ToleT ¥ =i favar s

o This is a natural progression of India’s push during
its presidency of the G-20 in 2023 for international
cooperation and standardisation on
cryptocurrencies.

g 2023 W ofl-20 P 3remerdr & SR fpEimyd W)
TEANT 3R AFSIHROT & T YRd & TRt
! WruTfae fARaRar 21
o The RBI has historically been extremely
conservative about private cryptocurrencies,
repeatedly calling for a ban, and progressive about
CBDCs, arguing that they have multiple uses.
tfeiie U @ el fepieved &) dax
3G d o 81§ 3R IR-IR ufaay Ht /it BT 38T
8, Jaid ISt 31 da? a8 WIfa=ie 615 3R 37
P IUUNT T BT 8|
o |ts stance seems largely correct as it recognises
the evident risks of cryptocurrencies as investment

assets, but sees the advantages of blockchain as
the backbone of payments infrastructure.

T8 G BIWI G aP el Uid a8, Fifep g fawr
Huf & &4 | foppiadl & WE FIRaHl 3! WhR
HRAT &, Afb YA aTa B g & =y o
e b @y W ST B |

e While a ban on private cryptocurrencies seems
extreme, their widespread adoption does expose the
public to extreme volatility, fraud potential, and an
erosion of wealth.

foppreyal W ufaey sreafie Trar g,

graife frsft
AP I7HT ATUD ITART AN B I FfRRAT, @St Pt T, 3R Tufxy &RoT

P oA A STaar g
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CBDCs have the advantage of a sovereign guarantee and are also not interest-bearing.
HHERA &1 oy 78 R b 370 UID Fuy TRE Sl ® 3R 2 st 31 arelt 7€l A

They are not only safe but will also not attract people looking to make returns.

Y Rferd & 781 §, afch ATHT UM o Ter=T B aren &I b Hf T8t wct|

That said, India in particular has little use for a domestic CBDC.

mm,mammmmﬁmm@ma

As digital payments go, the UPI infrastructure has proven to be excellent and has far too
big a head start for CBDC to overcome.

fSforea Yam & e o, ghtens srawive T sidid wa wifad g3 € 9k 334 Ak &
fore A SlsH3 31

This is why the RBI’s attempts to use CBDCs for international payments are a sensible
approach.

ST SFARRTEIE YAl & forg WS & S 1 sRetans o1 SR AasiG
A ST B

Cross-border payments are a significant channel for black and laundered money.
IR YT BT 4 3R A1 AT &1 U6 Hgedqul A1y ¢ |

Any attempts to bring further transparency to such flows are welcome.

T el # 3iftre urReffar am & Wit v W@y g

Blockchains are excellent instruments for this purpose as they form transparent and
immutable records of transactions.

%ﬁ;wsﬁm%ﬁmmﬂaimﬁ%ﬁé@a%ﬂeﬁ?mﬁaﬁuﬁﬁ%

They can be coded to provide relevant details such as points of origin and destination.
33 39 AE DI fovarn off Tavan § fob Ieufy SR e S faaor Suas &

A BRICS agreement on such a payment infrastructure could further mandate that
payments be linked to national identity numbers or tax departments.

T YT SaREHT R ey qasiidn YT ol AT ugar 81 1 HX fAUTT 3 sis
IR R THT B

CBDC payments would also help ease some of India’s stickier international payments
issues.

HASRR Yrae URd $ F© Sfed iR WA FawEns 3 1 17 IR T65d
Payments to Russia and Iran, for example, will become easier since the SWIFT network is
not available to either country.

IRV & olE, T 3R $II &1 WA STHHE 81 S, Fiifs f&Iwe Aead 37 a1 ol &
for Sudsy el 5|

On the other hand, exactly such payments and the move away from the dollar will inevitably
anger President Donald Trump.

gﬂ%w,ﬁﬁweﬁ?ﬁmﬁwmﬁaﬂmﬁ%wﬁmﬁm@ﬁw
|

He has already warned of additional tariffs on BRICS countries should they move away
from the dollar.

36 Ugd & Iarat € 8 o ol fyer A= STear @ R 9 €, ol 39 R sifafvaa 3w (2fvw)
T S 9l & |

That said, with 50% tariffs in place, India needs to see whether incremental tariffs will
actually hurt.

fihR 1, 519 50% N Ugd A AN 8, A UIRT P! TG ATHA-T BT g1 b ifafvaa 2w
araa T T Ugandd|

The benefits of cross-border CBDC payments could still outweigh the costs.

HrarR FRERT Yrat & ary o arTa J $iftre g 9dd B
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What is behind China’s latest
military drills around Taiwan?

How did the US. react? How is Taiwan furthering its own military capabilities?

Femy Francis

The story so far:

hina’s People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) conducted a military
exercise around Taiwan from

December 29-30, 2025. This is
the second such drill of the year, with the
aim being to safeguard China’s
sovereignty and national unity, and to
serve as a warning to Taiwanese separatist
forces and foreign interference, China’s
Ministry of National Defence (MND) said.

What are the latest military drills?
The military drill codenamed ‘Justice
Mission-2025’ focussed on the sea and
combat readiness of the troops,
comprehensive superiority, blockade of
key ports and territory, and
three-dimensional external line
deterrence using land, sea, and air forces.
A press release by China’s Ministry of
National Defence reported that on day
one the most tactical air drills with 130

sorties were conducted, of which 90
crossed the Taiwan Strait centreline. The
second day focused on long-range rocket
firing, with 10 rockets landing in Taiwan’s
contiguous zone, which is the closest it
has ever been. China claims Taiwan as its
breakaway province, and its Ministry of
Foreign Affairs called the mission a
deterrence against “separatist forces.”

‘What about other drills near Taiwan?
The first such military exercise was
conducted in 2022 after U.S. Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan.
China deployed carrier groups, nuclear
submarines and fired 11 missiles into the
water near Taiwan. The next time was in
April 2023, when the then-Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen visited the U.S.
and met then U.S. Speaker Kevin
McCarthy. In August, 2023, another
smaller-scale drill was held against
then-Taiwanese Vice President William
Lai Ching-te’s diplomatic trip to the
Americas. Furthermore, large-scale

military exercises happened in the East
China Sea after William Lai Ching-te of the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) won
the Presidential election. In April 2025,
the ‘Strait Thunder-2025A" drill focused
on advancing, deterrence, closure,
destruction and paralysis as stated by PLA
Eastern Theatre Command.

Justice Mission-2025 comes in light of
the Trump administration’s arms sale deal
worth $11 billion with Taiwan. The
package, yet to be approved by the U.S.
Congress, includes self-propelled
howitzers, advanced rocket launchers and
other missiles.

‘What has been Taiwan’s response?
Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council called
these drills “provocative and coercive
military actions.” To further advance its
military capabilities, Taiwan proposed a
multi-layered air defence system called
the “T-Dome.’ This advancement is steady
but slow, as Taiwan lacks a unified action
plan to develop its military infrastructure.

This is due to the incongruence between
the two major parties of Taiwan, with
both currently holding political offices.
While the DPP has the majority in the
Executive Yuan, the highest
administrative body, the Legislative Yuan
is led by the opposition Kuomintang
(KMT) and the Taiwan People’s Party
(TPP) together. The DPP strongly pushes
for Taiwan independence and the
protection of its sovereignty from China.
But any defence legislation is thwarted by
the opposition, KMT and TPP.

How did external actors respond?
While the U.S. underplayed the drills,
other countries expressed concerns. The
EU Commission believed that these drills
increase cross-strait tensions and
endanger international peace and
stability. China’s MND clearly noted that
the presence and increasing involvement
of foreign interference as one of the
reasons for the exercise. The U.S. arms
sale deal with Taiwan is an important
development in light of which these drills
happened. Similarly, the recent statement
made by Japan’s newly elected Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi have escalated
tensions in the East Asian region. Ms.
Takaichi declared that a Chinese military
attack on Taiwan constitutes a
survival-threatening situation for Japan.
China found Ms. Takaichi’s comments
egregious and demanded a retraction.

Femy Francis is Project Associate, China
Reader, at NIAS.

What is behind China’s latest military drills around Taiwan?

ATEa & AMTHUTH 99 P AddH I AT & FID |1 FRUT 82

China’s PLA military drills around Taiwan

AT & MU 919 &1 fuee 399 sy

o China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) conducted a military exercise around Taiwan
from December 29-30, 2025.
o ot figed e o (PLA) 7 29-30 feaR 2025 1 1AM F STHURT AT 3R

foran|

THE GIST

-

The military drill codenamed
“Justice Mission-2025" focussed
on the sea and combat
readiness of the troops,
comprehensive superiority,
blockade of key ports and
territory, and
three-dimensional external line
deterrence using land, sea, and
air forces.

v
The first such military exercise
was conducted in 2022 after
U.S. Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan.
v

While the U.S. underplayed the
drills, other countries
expressed concerns.

e This was the second such drill of the year, aimed at safeguarding China’s sovereignty
and national unity, and serving as a warning to Taiwanese separatist forces and foreign
interference, according to China’s Ministry of National Defence (MND).

g qu BT gaRT

T 3T T, et I5=g I $t [uyar ik

THAT DI I8 HAT aYT

ATATt SrerIaardt drehal MR =it gwaaty o darart &= ur, S fob =i o gy Tam
HATAT (MND) = Tl

What are the latest military drills?

a4

R AT &

e The military drill codenamed ‘Justice Mission-2025’ focused on sea and combat
readiness, comprehensive superiority, blockade of key ports and territory, and three-
dimensional external line deterrence using land, sea, and air forces.

Sy f=M-2025 TS I8 7 31
IR &= P Arbad), T ¥, 9 R ARG

MR

T, guu Sy,
3ff gRT FA-emar arer ufely R e

e

o A press release by the MND reported that on day one, the most tactical air drills with 130
sorties were conducted, of which 90 crossed the Taiwan Strait centreline.

MND &1 0¥ fasifid & SII9R Ued a1 130 IS & 1Y Ta 31 YRS gars 3nar farg
Y, O H ¥ 90 A AT5ATH STAS AU B 7Y ¥@T UR 31|

The second day focused on long-range rocket firing, with 10 rockets landing in Taiwan’s
contiguous zone, which is the closest it has ever been.

g fe ot g&t ot Idbe BT W &1 e w1, forgH 10 e arga & Afafga &3 1
R, St 39 I ! wad fde g ot
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Questions andnnsp:!ers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. QUIZ: This Country invaded Iran in 1980 — Iraq

This country invaded Iran in 1980. Ans: Irag

2. NN ot v M e e « Iraq invaded Iran in 1980, marking the beginning of the
Bahonar were assassinated in a Tehran bombing. They held

these positions in the Iranian government. Ans: President and Ira n_lraq War.

Prime Minister * The invasion took place on 22 September 1980, when
3. Iran began funding this Lebanese resistance movement. Ans:  Iraqi forces crossed the international border and launched air
Hezbollah and ground attacks

4. In 1988, a U.S. navy vessel during this President’s tenure shot

down an Iranian civilian aircraft. Ans: Ronald Reagan . .

5. This major water body borders the region. Ans: Caspian Sea Historical BaCKground

6. Iran was a supporter of this military alliance during the

Afghan Civil War. Ans: Northern Alliance » The invasion occurred shortly after the 1979 Iranian
7. U.5. President George Bush labelled three countries, Revolution, which overthrew the Shah and brought

including Iran, as part of an ‘axis of evil. Name the other two ..
nations. Ans: Iraq and North Korea Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini to power.

8. This malicious computer program sabotaged Iran’s nuclear * Iraq! under Saddam Hussein, feared:

facilities in 2010. Ans: Stuxnet » The spread of Iran’s Islamic revolutionary ideology
Visual: Name the 2009 protest movement that emerged * Political unrest among Irag’s Shia population

following disputed Presidential election results. Ans: Green . Long-standing disputes over the Shatt al-Arab waterway
Movement

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Sunil Madhavan| Arun Kumar also contributed to tensions.

Singh| Parimal Das| Sudhir Thapa
* Seize disputed border territories, especially Khuzestan
province in lran.
* The conflict ended in 1988 after Iran accepted UN Security Council Resolution 598.
* Iraqg’s later invasion of Kuwait in 1990

1981 Tehran Bombing and Assassinated Iranian Leaders

* In 1981, Mohammad Ali Rajai and Mohammad Javad Bahonar were assassinated in a bombing
in Tehran.

* At the time of their deaths:

*» Mohammad Ali Rajai was the President of Iran.

* Mohammad Javad Bahonar was the Prime Minister of Iran.

Iran Began Funding This Lebanese Resistance Movement — Hezbollah

* Hezbollah is a Lebanese resistance movement that began receiving financial, military, and
ideological support from Iran in the early 1980s.

* Iran’s support to Hezbollah emerged in the context of post-1979 Iranian Revolution geopolitics
and regional conflicts in West Asia.

» Hezbollah was formed around 1982-1985 during the Lebanese Civil War.
* Its emergence was closely linked to:

* Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in 1982

» The presence of Iranian Revolutionary Guards in Lebanon’s Beqaa Valley
* Iran viewed Hezbollah as a means to:

* Expand its regional influence

* Promote its revolutionary ideology

* Resist Israeli and Westem presence in the region

» Hezbollah is a key part of Iran’s so-called “Axis of Resistance”, which includes:
* Iran

* Syria

* Allied non-state actors

1988 Iranian Civilian Aircraft Shootdown during U.S. Presidency

*In 1988, a U.S. Navy vessel shot down an Iranian civilian passenger aircraft during the
presidency of Ronald Reagan.
* The incident involved Iran Air Flight 655, a commercial Airbus flying a scheduled civilian rout
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» The USS Vincennes mistakenly identified the civilian aircraft as a hostile Iranian military jet.
» The aircraft was shot down using surface-to-air missiles.

* At the time:

» The plane was ascending

* It was transmitting civilian identification signals

» The incident occurred during heightened tensions of the Iran—Iraq War (1980-1988).

This Major Water Body Borders the Region — Caspian Sea

» The Caspian Sea is a major water body that borders the region.
« It is the largest enclosed inland body of water in the world, often described as the world’s
largest lake, though it is traditionally called a sea.

Geographical Significance

» The Caspian Sea lies at the intersection of Europe and Asia.

* It is bordered by five countries:

* Russia (northwest)

» Kazakhstan (northeast)

* Turkmenistan (southeast)

* Iran (south)

» Azerbaijan (west)

* It has no natural outlet to the world’s oceans, making it an endorheic basin.

Iran Was a Supporter of This Military Alliance During the Afghan Civil War —
Northern Alliance

* Northern Alliance, formally known as the United Islamic Front for the Salvation of Afghanistan,
was a military and political alliance active during the Afghan Civil War.

* Iran was a key supporter of the Northern Alliance, especially during the period when the Taliban
controlled most of Afghanistan.

Historical Background

* The Northern Alliance was formed in 1996, after the Taliban captured Kabul.
« It brought together multiple anti-Taliban groups, mainly:

* Tajiks

* Uzbeks

* Hazaras

* The alliance resisted Taliban rule until 2001.

Why Iran Supported the Northern Alliance

* ldeological opposition

* Iran, a Shia-majority state, opposed the Sunni extremist ideology of the Taliban.

* Protection of Shia Hazaras

* The Taliban persecuted Afghanistan’s Hazara Shia population, prompting Iranian concern.
* Regional security

* Iran feared instability, refugee flows, and extremism along its eastern border.

* 1998 Mazar-i-Sharif incident

* Taliban fighters killed Iranian diplomats, sharply worsening Iran—Taliban relations.

‘Axis of Evil’ Speech by U.S. President George W. Bush

» The term “Axis of Evil” was used by George W. Bush, the President of the United States, to
describe countries he accused of supporting terrorism and seeking weapons of mass destruction
(WMDs).
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* Along with Iran, the other two countries labelled as part of the Axis of Evil were:

* Iraq
* North Korea

This Malicious Computer Program Sabotaged Iran’s Nuclear Facilities in 2010

— Stuxnet

* Stuxnet was a highly sophisticated computer worm that sabotaged Iran’s nuclear facilities in

2010.

* It is widely regarded as the first known cyberweapon designed to cause physical destruction of

critical infrastru

cture.

+ Stuxnet specifically targeted industrial control systems (ICS).
* It attacked Siemens PLCs (Programmable Logic Controllers) used to control uranium
enrichment centrifuges.
» The primary target was Iran’s Natanz uranium enrichment facility.

As Trump covets Greenland, the Arctic
island still holds hazardous U.S. waste

Deep within the islands ice sheet, the US. maintains a shadow inventory of Cold War infrastructure that climate change promises to unravel soon;

transforming a frozen graveyard of nuclear reactors and toxic diesel into a high-stakes crisis of environmental ruin and diplomatic accountability

NEWS ANALYSIS

Vasudevan Mukunth

n 2019, when U.S. Pre-
l sident Donald Trump

first floated the idea of
purchasing Greenland, ex-
perts and communities
worldwide critiqued the
proposition on diplomatic
and postcolonial grounds.
But if the U.S. acquires the
territory, it would also in-
herit a large and complex
clean-up exercise that cli-
mate change is about to
make due.

In 1959, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers used
large rotary milling ma-
chines to cut a system of
trenches in the ice called
Camp Century. The central
trench, colloquially called
Main Street, was 1,100 feet
long, 26 feet wide, and 28
feet high. Camp Century
was a pilot for Project Ice-
worm, a classified plan for
the U.S. to bore 4,000 km
of tunnels to house 600
Iceman nuclear missiles.
The military expected to
use the opaque ice sheet to
hide the launchers from
Soviet reconnaissance.

The project flopped be-
cause the engineers had
misunderstood the mate-
rial properties of the ice:
they treated it as a fixed so-
lid whereas in reality, un-
der the immense pressure
of its own mass, glacial ice
behaves like a visco-elastic
fluid. That is, the trench
walls flowed slowly rather
than standing still, even-
tually twisting out of shape

As Trump covets Greenland, the Arctic island still holds hazardous U.S. waste

Wds R TR & 4, smbfesd giu oF Wi wavaTe MRe FR & gHe
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o Deep within the island’s ice sheet, the U.S. maintains a shadow inventory of Cold War
infrastructure that climate change promises to unravel soon; transforming a frozen

and becoming much nar-
rower, threatening to crush
the launchers. The chang-
es were so severe that the
U.S. military abandoned
the base in 1967.

But before it left, the
U.S. Army had installed a
portable pressurised light-
water nuclear reactor here
that used highly enriched
uranium-235 as fuel. When
Camp Century was decom-
missioned, the Army re-
moved the reactor but not
the associated nuclear
waste. One 2016-study ca-
talogued the inventory left
behind, which the U.S. as-
sumed the snow would en-
tomb forever: 2 lakh litres
of diesel, 2.4 lakh litres of
wastewater and sewage,
and large quantities of po-
lychlorinated  biphenyls
and radioactive coolant.

Climate models have in-
dicated that by the end of
the century, this part of
Greenland could lose more
ice mass than it gains.
When that happens, the
toxic slurry will leach into
the subglacial aquifers and
start flowing towards the
ocean.

Ancient thermometer

There’s a bitter irony in the
Camp Century failure: the
military project that ig-
nored the dynamics of the
ice also inadvertently fund-
ed the discovery of climate
dynamics. While the U.S.
Army focused on the tun-
nels, the Danish palaeocli-
matologist Willi Dansgaard
was able to secure access
to the ice cores that re-
searchers had drilled at the
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House of cards: The Pituffik Space

Base hosts an early warning

radar that’s a critical node in the U.S. Missile Defence network. ap

site. In fact, the Camp Cen-
tury core was able to reach
the bedrock and extract a
cylinder of ice 1.4 km long,
containing the imprints of
the earth’s climate going
back 1,00,000 years.

His analysis revealed the
existence of Dansgaard-
Oeschger events — rapid
and violent fluctuations in
the climate during the last
glacial period when the re-
gion’s temperature jumped
by 8-10°C in just a few de-
cades. The discovery was
one of the earliest pieces of
hard evidence that the
world’s climate is suscepti-
ble to drastic tipping points
rather than evolving strict-
ly based on how much car-
bon is pumped into the air.

If Camp Century is a
ghost today, the U.S. faces
an active engineering chal-
lenge at the Pituffik Space
Base, a site that hosts an
early warning radar that'sa
critical node in the U.S.
Missile Defence network.

The instrument is a
phased-array radar with no
mechanical moving parts.
Each of its two faces ra-

diates 870 kW of power;
since the radar sits on per-
mafrost, the heat in this
power output could melt it
and destabilise its own
foundation, throwing it out
of alignment. To mitigate
the heat, the US. Army in-
stalled thermosyphons in
the ice. These are passive
heat exchange tubes that
use a working fluid, such as
ammonia, to draw heat
from the ground and ra-
diate it into the Arctic air.
The  thermosyphons
don’t have motors or
pumps and depend entire-
ly on the temperature dif-
ference between ground
and air, which means they
become less effective as
the air warms. Research
has already shown that
Arctic winters are becom-
ing warmer and shorter, so
in the not too distant fu-
ture the ground will start
accumulating heat.
Engineers have also not-
ed a problem called cold-
topping. In extremely cold
conditions, the gas inside
the thermosyphon con-
denses efficiently. But as
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the temperature rises, the
internal pressure of the
system could change in a
way that leads to non-con-
densable gases accumulat-
ing at the top of the radia-
tor, blocking heat transfer.

While the radar is the
priority, the airfield is also
at risk. One US. Army
Corps of Engineers study
in 2013 found that the per-
mafrost under the runway
was thawing despite efforts
to mitigate that.

In response, the Corps
attempted to paint the run-
way white to reflect sun-
light, but that then re-
duced the friction for
landing aircraft and in-
creased maintenance
costs. A 2023 report from
the U.S. Department of De-
fence to the U.S. Congress
thus classified the airfield
pavements at Pituffik as be-
ing at “moderate to consid-
erable risk” of failure.

On thin ice
The sensitivity regarding
U.S. operations here is
heightened by Project
Crested Ice. In 1968, a B-52
bomber crashed onto the
sea ice near the base, and
conventional explosives
onboard detonated and
dispersed plutonium, ura-
nium, and americium
across the ice. The clean-
up, which was the project
and which included re-
moving large quantities of
contaminated snow to a
site in the U.S., was a U.S.-
Denmark effort that also
created a political dispute.
The operation was led
by the U.S. Air Force and

Danish Atomic Energy
Commission. But, because
the ice was fragile in the
area, the U.S. couldn’t land
its heavy equipment there.
Manual labour was re-
quired, and more than
60% of those who per-
formed it were Danish and
Greenlandic civilians.

The issue? The Air Force
monitored its own person-
nel for radiation exposure
whereas the civilians re-
ceived less protective gear
and didn't receive the
same long-term health
monitoring. So, in the de-
cades following the clean-
up, many of the civilian
workers developed can-
cers and other illnesses
they attributed to radiation
exposure.

While the U.S. compen-
sated the Danish govern-
ment in the 1990s, it has
generally maintained that
the radiation levels were
too low to cause illness, a
stance that continues to
cause diplomatic friction.

For decades, the U.S.
treated Greenland as a dis-
posable utility; now, rather
than remediate the hazar-
dous waste at Camp Centu-
ry or address the instabili-
ty at Pituffik, the US. is
demanding title to the very
land it poisoned.

From Greenland’s and
Denmark’s points of view,
this is as much a question
of sovereignty now as of
dignity: the U.S. has pro-
ven itself a reckless tenant
that trashed the property,
and now it threatens to
bankrupt the landlord and
seize the deed.
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graveyard of nuclear reactors and toxic diesel into a high-stakes crisis of environmental
ruin and diplomatic accountability.

210 &t gwlel IR & HiaR TR A, 3R Wfd g5 & &1 &1 U U gon HSR SN gu B,
foret STerarg ufad ieg & SSITR R Javal o; o wRamy] Ruaest ok fata Siwa &1 s
TU HioRa™ yafaRoiiy fammsr 3ik ge-iifaw sarads! & g8 Udhe § 95 Il g

In 2019, when U.S. President Donald Trump first floated the idea of purchasing Greenland,
experts and communities worldwide critiqued the proposition on diplomatic and postcolonial
grounds.

2019 §, 919 3R APUld SHIeS ¢U A Ugal aR FFdS &I BRigA &I [daR @1, df gHanR
%ﬁ@uﬁﬁ?ﬂmﬁsﬂmﬁaﬁmﬁw 3R JufAIR SMURT TR ST &1

But if the U.S. acquires the territory, it would also inherit a large and complex clean-up
exercise that climate change is about to make due.

Afp afe SRt 30 & o BIRTA Rl &, al 39 Ud §9 3R e qwbTs ST &t
formert ot fovmra & fyantt, o8 Srarary ufad T e &) sifard s 3

In 1959, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers used large rotary milling machines to cut a
system of trenches in the ice called Camp Century

1959 H, aﬁﬁﬁﬁm%sﬁﬁuﬁﬁvﬁaﬁﬁeﬂﬁﬁnnﬁmﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ
wmm,mhmmw

The central trench, colloquially called Main Street, was 1,100 feet long, 26 feet wide, and 28
feet high.

HET TTs, o SR WR A Wie Hgl STl T, 1,100 Wi dal, 26 Wie Aigt 3R 28 Wie
St A

Camp Century was a pilot for Project Iceworm, a classified plan for the U.S. to bore 4,000
km of tunnels to house 600 Iceman nuclear missiles.

& AR, Mot smgaad & o ue urgere o1, S MR St Ue Mu-itg e off, s
e 4,000 fFHt T WgwHR 600 TeTAT WA FrRATgd o-Td @t ot 2|

The military expected to use the opaque ice sheet to hide the launchers from Soviet
reconnaissance. ‘

1 Bl IiE At b SURGRIT Iwlell tRd BT IUANT R Al=<R] B! Aifaad IR 9 fyuman o
b |

The project flopped because the engineers had misunderstood the material properties of
the ice: they treated it as a fixed solid whereas in reality, under immense pressure, glacial
ice behaves like a visco-elastic fluid.

Ig RIS SHfE fawd g8 i Son-aR! = ath & i o & Tad 99 35 59
% fRR 39 7M1, e ar’aa ¥ e gara § fewadia 9 ue fawpl-gares ga o @8
FAGR Bl gl

That is, the trench walls flowed slowly rather than standing still, eventually twisting out of
shape and becoming much narrower, threatening to crush the launchers.

31fd, @l Bt EaR fRR I8 & Foig dR-¢R gt @, 3fdd: 371 SHR farre w3k @
HIB! Y4 81 TS, I A=Y & Fae &1 TeRT Ua1 &1 Tl

The changes were so severe that the U.S. military abandoned the base in 1967.

Y gRadH 3d THR A 5 3! A1 1967 H 39 o9 &1 ©is fea|

But before it left, the U.S. Army had installed a portable pressurised light-water nuclear
reactor that used highly enriched uranium-235 as fuel.

QAT T T U, MRS F1 3 T Ui ad URRTSS Arge-are” W] Ruges =ifid faar
o1, for e i I9g gRfaw-235 S84 & ©U § S¥ATd gl

When Camp Century was decommissioned, the Army removed the reactor but not the
associated nuclear waste.

o U A @ FfSsy fosar man, a 91 3 RuaeR at ger foran, dfer 39 8T uRHT] T
81 gl
One 2016-study catalogued the inventory left behind, which the U.S. assumed the snow

would entomb forever: 2 lakh litres of diesel, 2.4 lakh litres of wastewater and sewage,
and large quantities of polychlorinated biphenyls and radioactive coolant.

TS 2016 & YT 2 YIS Biot T3 Ireh o1 faavur o, ford smifvest 2 7 foran o1 & s
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e Climate models have indicated that by the end of the century, this part of Greenland could
lose more ice mass than it gains.

Searg Higall 2 Tabd faam @ fb |t 3 3id do Mds &1 a8 fewar R oth o v, 3@
3 I FoqHT WY ThdT & |

o When that happens, the toxic slurry will leach into the subglacial aquifers and start flowing
towards the ocean.

gﬁm@m,ﬁﬁﬁwﬁww-ﬁnﬂuwﬁﬁﬂ@nﬁmaﬁﬁm%w
|

Ancient thermometer

e There’s a bitter irony in the Camp Century failure: the military project that ignored the
dynamics of the ice also inadvertently funded the discovery of climate dynamics.

&0 YR B famadl § Ue Hed! [ageT g forg I uRaierT 3 9 &t fa=ftear &I
ToR 3T favar, I A 3 § Frerary fa=iiadr &1 @is &I faaquiitig faan

o  While the U.S. Army focused on the tunnels, the Danish palaeoclimatologist Willi Dansgaard
secured access to the ice cores drilled at the site.

e SR W N R & ¢ @ M, I9 SIS & RI-STearg dxAd faelt ST=Rms &1 agi
A1l T 3Te IR a ugd foet|

e The Camp Century core reached the bedrock and extracted a cylinder of ice 1.4 km long,
containing climate imprints going back 1,00,000 years.

& A HT HR dSRP P Ugdl 3iR 1 4 et e 9t o1 Ridtke’ Fiepren, Rred 1,00,000
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e His analysis revealed Dansgaard-Oeschger events — rapid climate fluctuations when
temperatures jumped by 8-10°C in a few decades.

-3MTRAR "eAT3H &1 Udl I — o Saar] SaR-derd, o d &
YD1 H U 8-10°C deh &6 T
e The discovery showed that Earth’s climate is vulnerable to tipping points rather than
evolving strictly with carbon emissions.

4 T A foam fs gt &1 Siaarg Had ST Seaeid & YR TR g1 ggad, Sfen fefu
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e If Camp Century is a ghost today, the U.S. faces an active engineering challenge at the
Pituffik Space Base, a critical node in the U.S. Missile Defence network.

R BT T TS U T i B, o RT3 Rig b T 34 TR T Ty SR
A BT I HRATUS 8T 8, o SR firarg e vam Acad &1 Uw 3ed s 71

o The base hosts a phased-array radar radiating 870 kW of power per face, sitting on
permafrost that risks melting from heat.

T8 39 U Hhes-UR TSR &1 AvaH! HRdl 7, s Tde Jdg ¥ 870 fraiare wifad Aot
2, 3R ol TRHNBIRE R R §, forgs e &1 @@ 3|

o To mitigate heat, the U.S. Army installed thermosyphons, but warming Arctic winters are
reducing their effectiveness.

THf B HH H & g @Rt I 7 YA WA T, afd T Sidt sibfes afdai 39!
gyTaRfierdr geT 6! 8

o A 2023 report to the U.S. Congress classified the airfield pavements as at “moderate to
considerable risk” of failure.
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On thin ice
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Sensitivity is heightened by Project Crested Ice after a 1968 B-52 crash dispersed
plutonium, uranium, and americium.

BT A &b HRUI AN §g T8 &, 9Is 1968 T U aY-52 gHeT ¥ Wei-aH,
Ry R sy %a

Cleanup involved Danish and Greenlandic civilians, many of whom later developed cancers
and illnesses linked to radiation exposure.

T A H STHS 3R FHds & ArRe A &, Fd I &3 a1g & e iR fafeor
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While the U.S. compensated Denmark, it maintains radiation levels were too low, causing
ongoing diplomatic friction.

BT SR = STHDG BHI G3Mdel fen, Al 39 I8 $W ST 34T {3 fafdvo TR &1 9,
T8 AR Fe-ifae ara -1 gan g |

For decades, the U.S. treated Greenland as a disposable utility; now it seeks title to land it
poisoned.

D! I SMARBT A THAS P U SUANT P TG eb1 T HHIYS B RE oW, 31F a8 34t
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From Greenland’s and Denmark’s view, this is about sovereignty and dignity: the U.S.
proved a reckless tenant that trashed the property and now seeks the deed.
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Why Al infrastructure matters more
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Why Al infrastructure matters more
ICSIILSaT TeE —

ndia’s artificial intelligence

debate is often dominated

by applications —

automation, productivity
tools, chatbots, and efficiency
gains. But the Government of
India’s recent white paper,
“Democratising Access to Al
Infrastructure”, makes a crucial
intervention: the future of Al in
India will not be decided by
algorithms alone, but by who has
access to the infrastructure that
powers them.

At its core, the paper argues
that compute power, datasets, and
Al model ecosystems are
becoming foundational economic
assets. In a world where Al
capabilities are increasingly
concentrated among a handful of
global corporations, access to
infrastructure determines who
innovates, who governs, and who
merely consumes.

For India, this is not a technical
issue. It is a question of
competitiveness, inclusion, and
sovereignty.

A public good

The paper makes a compelling
case for treating Al infrastructure
as a form of digital public utility.
Just as roads enable commerce
and electricity enables industry,
Al infrastructure enables modern
innovation, governance, and
research. This infrastructure has
two interlinked layers. The first is
physical: data centres, GPUs,
high-performance computing
clusters, and energy systems. The
second is digital: datasets, model
repositories, governance
frameworks, and access protocols.

India today faces a stark
imbalance. While it generates
nearly 20% of global data, it hosts
only around 3% of global data
centre capacity. This asymmetry
means Indian researchers,
start-ups, and public institutions
often rely on foreign compute and
platforms.

India’s policy intent is strong.
Initiatives such as the IndiaAl
Mission, National Supercomputing
Mission, AIRAWAT, and emerging
national GPU clusters reflect a

:F

Pravin Kaushal

)

is director-Mrikal
(Al/Data Centre) and
a young alumni
member, Government
Liaison Task Force,
IIT Kharagpur

The central
insight of the
white paper is
simple but
profound: Al

access is destiny.

Nations that
control and
democratise Al
infrastructure
will shape
innovation;
those that do
not will remain
dependent

Why Al infrastructure matters more

Al ST 3P Hgaqul =i &

India’s artificial intelligence debate is often dominated by applications such as

automatlon productivity tools, chatbots and efficiency gains.

, SATGHAT IUBVT, Aeaicd 3R e afs

apﬁw ST IR T8Y SRR
@@r AR de T et B
But the Government of India’s recent white paper, “Democratising Access to Al
Infrastructure”, makes a crucial intervention.

Wwﬁﬂw%eﬁm%ﬂ“@nﬁmwu@m?ﬁﬁaﬁm”ﬁw
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The paper argues that the future of Al in India will not be decided by algorithms alone, but

clear recognition that Al
infrastructure must be
strategically developed.

Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPD) plays a central role in this
vision. Platforms such as Al Kosh,
Bhashini, and TGDeX demonstrate
how shared, standards-based
systems can democratise access to
data and models while ensuring
interoperability and
accountability.

The risk of concentration
Globally, Al infrastructure is
becoming increasingly centralised.
A small number of firms control
advanced chips, large-scale
compute, and frontier models.
This concentration creates high
entry barriers and amplifies
market power.

For India, the risk is not only
economic but strategic.
Dependence on external Al
infrastructure can constrain
domestic innovation, weaken
bargaining power, and expose
sensitive sectors to external
vulnerabilities.

The white paper’s insistence on
sovereign Al infrastructure does
not imply isolationism. Rather, it
advocates for shared access
pathways that allow Indian
innovators to compete globally
while retaining control over
critical systems.

One of the paper’s most
important contributions is its
emphasis on sustainability. As
India expands Al capacity, energy
efficiency and renewable
integration are no longer optional
— they are essential. Without
careful planning, Al infrastructure
could exacerbate environmental
stress, particularly in water and
power-constrained regions.

The paper rightly calls for
energy-efficient architectures,
advanced cooling systems, and
alignment with India’s renewable
energy goals.

The scale of Al infrastructure
required cannot be delivered by
the State alone. The white paper
highlights public-private
partnerships (PPPs) as a critical
lever for expanding regional data

by who has access to the infrastructure that powers them.

centres, GPU clouds, and
sovereign Al capacity.
Well-designed PPPs can combine
public oversight with private
efficiency — provided governance

frameworks are clear, transparent,

and aligned with public interest.

Al adoption in India remains
uneven. Mature sectors such as
finance, e-commerce, and IT have
moved faster, while agriculture,
healthcare, education, and public
services lag behind. Democratised
Al infrastructure can help correct
this imbalance. Affordable access
to compute and datasets can
enable precision agriculture,
diagnostic tools, language
technologies, and citizen-facing
public services — especially in
regional and vernacular contexts.

This is where India’s DPI
approach offers a global template:
shared infrastructure that enables
innovation without privileging
only the largest players.

Finally, the white paper
underscores that access must be
trust-centric. A phased, modular
policy approach - grounded in
clear governance standards —
allows innovation to scale without
eroding citizen trust.

Access is destiny

The central insight of the white
paper is simple but profound: Al
access is destiny. Nations that
control and democratise Al
infrastructure will shape
innovation; those that do not will
remain dependent.

India has the opportunity to
chart a third path — neither
laissez-faire concentration nor
State monopolisation, but
public-good infrastructure
enabled by DPI, partnerships, and
trust-based governance.

The question is no longer
whether India will adopt AL The
real question is whether Al in
India will remain the privilege of a
few — or become a shared
capability that powers inclusive
growth, resilient governance, and
digital sovereignty.

That choice will be made not in
code, but in infrastructure.
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o Atits core, the paper argues that compute power, datasets, and Al model ecosystems are
becoming foundational economic assets.
A g o, A UF T § b Frge RfeT, SeTdey SR T3HTS Aisd SHIRReH 3@
yRYya i ufuRmt §9d o138 B

¢ In a world where Al capabilities are concentrated among a handful of global corporations,
access to infrastructure determines who innovates, who governs, and who merely
consumes.

Ut g & o181 UenE &mant % afie SRR b Qfid 8, 987 SRR dd Ugd I8
T Rl § [ DI TaTaR AT 8, DI A BT §, AR DI bad IUHITHT §1d71 8
e For India, this is not merely a technical issue.
YR & o0 U8 FHad U ad-te! el el g
e Itis a question of competitiveness, inclusion, and sovereignty.
I8 wfaequfcrear, TUEARH, 3R WYY BT UY 5|

A Public Good
TP ATdSA -1 avq

e The paper makes a compelling case for treating Al infrastructure as a form of digital public
utility.
A9 U= YT SawRT & f$frea ardwfe Sugifiar & wu & ¢un &1 w=ied 0o gar gl

e Just as roads enable commerce and electricity enables industry, Al infrastructure enables
modern innovation, governance, and research.

o UR TSP IR BI IR faerelt I &1 & S 5, I TSR THTS a1
3MYfFIH AR, T, 3R STHUTH BT Ted F1H 3|

e This infrastructure has two interlinked layers.
T ST DT &Y R ST IR 5|

e Thefirst is physical: data centres, GPUs, high-performance computing clusters, and
energy systems.
M gl

e The second is digital: datasets, model repositories, governance frameworks, and access
protocols.

|

¢ India today faces a stark imbalance.
YR 3111 T TR e &1 91 SR T ] |

¢ While India generates nearly 20% of global data, it hosts only around 3% of global data
centre capacity.

YR ST ATHT 20% Y ST 3T BT &, da] SUD U Had T 3% affew JeT dex
& 3

e This asymmetry means Indian researchers, start-ups, and public institutions often rely on
foreign compute and platforms.

U Al &1 off § fb YR RMrerpaf, TTé-3id, 3R Ardufe ST SR fagzft
S JITYAT 3R Wewidl )R R 3w 2

¢ India’s policy intent is strong.
YR 1 T H=IT Aoled 5 |

e Initiatives such as the IndiaAl Mission, National Supercomputing Mission, AIRAWAT, and
emerging national GPU clusters reflect a clear recognition that Al infrastructure must be
strategically developed.

& wang M, e GURESTfT fim, AIRAWAT, 3R IRd I8 Sy Ferex a8
ERMTd § o TaNg SrawiRaI &1 I0FiHae fadRT Siawaa 5|
o Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) plays a central role in this vision.

Ui gIPReTER (DPI) 39 =¥ H FHeifa yfirer Fumar 3|
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¢ Platforms such as Al Kosh, Bhashini, and TGDeX demonstrate how shared, standards-
based systems can democratise access to data and models while ensuring
interoperability and accountability.

Al Kosh, Bhashini, 3R TGDeX o1& W g8 faard € for &3 e, ars-enuria
woniferai ST 3R Hisdl do diedie Ugd AR % Todl §, 1Y € SevaiiRfaferd sk
Saraes! off 99T W B

The Risk of Concentration

HBEUT BT SiFEaH
e The risk of concentration is growing as, globally, Al infrastructure is becoming increasingly
centralised.

A TR TR TIHTE ST DT PEIHRUT Sedl o a1 o, R FHgur &1 S 9¢ wi e

¢ A small number of firms control advanced chips, large-scale compute, and frontier
models.
F& Uifta Sufar g 39 ey, 38 Tum Y Srge e, SR e aisw & Ffia
RG]

e This concentration creates high entry barriers and amplifies market power.
g Tdh 501 3o WA STUTE U Rl ¢ 3R SR RfaT Bl 3R Toigd ol g |

e The scale of Al infrastructure required cannot be delivered by the State alone.
HTIRAH T3ATS SATET BT AT Had Ied GRT el T g1 [T ST qaheT|

o The white paper highlights public-private partnerships (PPPs) as a critical lever for
expanding regional data centres, GPU clouds, and sovereign Al capacity.
A T ATl HTieR (PPP) 31 81T a1 e, TGS, 3R FUY T3S
& & faEdR & foT U wgeaquf |1eM & &0 3@ifebd FRdl 6|

e Well-designed PPPs can combine public oversight with private efficiency provided
governance frameworks are clear, transparent, and aligned with public interest.
38} R T RoTe F1 T PPP oY AidwiToe PRI 3R Fre garar &1 oiie wad 2,
IR A g WY, URERT, SR diwfed & SEU

e Al adoption in India remains uneven.
YRA § TaATS P71 3rg-Ta 3t +ff SrwT 81

e Mature sectors such as finance, e-commerce, and IT have moved faster, while agriculture,
healthcare, education, and public services lag behind.
e, S-otad, SR SIS R URU &5 3 Aol A o a1 &, St i, Tarea, e, sik
Aot dang 0 ¥E 7 2

o Democratised Al infrastructure can help correct this imbalance.
APAIAD TIATS STETAT 3 I Bl g IR & HEE HR Gbel! ¢

o Affordable access to compute and datasets can enable precision agriculture, diagnostic
tools, language technologies, and citizen-facing public services, especially in regional
and vernacular contexts.

SeTeH dh g9 I Odte o, e Sumrur, yrar e, sik
gmﬁm%ﬁa %:Tqﬁﬁrﬁrwﬁasﬂusﬁ?mummﬁﬁ YT B Tt
I

e This is where India’s DPI approach offers a global template.
IgT IR URd $1 DPI ¥ T dfYe Alse TRqd Bl 5

¢ It enables shared infrastructure that supports innovation without privileging only the
largest players.
Tg TS (AT ! JeH 1T 8, S had ad g3 @Sl o ary ugamn f§Hr Fammr
&l eTaT ot B

. Fmally, the white paper underscores that access must be trust-centric.
3farct:, &d OF 39 910 W SR 1 § s ugw fayra-dfea g =g

e A phased, modular policy approach, grounded in clear governance standards, allows
innovation to scale without eroding citizen trust.
Y A AFD] IR STUIRG U dRUTd, ATeger -iifd e ®Ivr ARTR® Ay & $aeR
foT f97T TaR & R & Sya AT 8|
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Access is Destiny

REEE

yfos ag &1 8

Access is destiny, and this is the central insight of the white paper.

Uga & uis a9 w8, 9fR U 4 UF &) e S B

The white paper conveys a simple but profound idea that Al access determines outcomes.
A4 U U TR Afeh g faaR TRgd o @ fob wais a& ug™ gt ukoms ag ol g
Nations that control and democratise Al infrastructure will shape innovation.

d =T S TATS G &) AR 3R AdpdifAe sH1d &, TaTdR &[G/ 0 B4
Those that fail to do so will remain dependent.

S T T8t ) e, 3 R 99 @

India has the opportunity to chart a third path.

YR & U TP HRIRT {4 1 AR 8

This path is neither laissez-faire concentration nor State monopolisation.

g |1 7 dl foaeT friror aret HHaur 1 3 3R 7 81 Iy TSR 1

Instead, it is a vision of public-good infrastructure.

Sfcer U8 ArBied STUTRG HTEET B! U URHeO ¢ |

This infrastructure is enabled by Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), partnerships, and
trust-based governance.

g fauRa feRred ufers wReaR (DPI), UTTeRT, SR fayry-smenfya e gR1 wed
gl 8 |

The question is no longer whether India will adopt Al.

39 UY T8 el ¢ b UIR TATS ST AT 5T |

The real question is who Al will serve in India.

I U T8 & b HIRd § Tarms fras! Jar |

Will Al remain the privilege of a few.

T T3S Had B gf+igl ANl &1 FARAETRISR §91 39|

Or will it become a shared capability.

31 fthR T Teh HISAT &IHAT S|

A shared capability that powers inclusive growth, resilient governance, and digital
sovereignty.

TS Ut e ema it quaRht e, Yo wE, SR fSRied dwyer & wfad |
This decisive choice will not be made in code.

g FuTad gA1d s § e foal S|

It will be made in infrastructure.

g A1 SfaE¥aT § foar Sie |

GS Paper lll: Environment,
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1. SC asks Centre, Delhi to submit action plan on curbing air pollution
I UgUUT TR 3G T+ & g SrfaieT Jiv & 3fia a1 1 $%,
feh @ wat

2. Study shows India’s deltas sinking due to human activity

3HY ST & o Aa nfafafera & $ R URd & ST 99 R 8
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SC asks Centre, Delhi to
submit action plan on
curbing air pollution

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the
Delhi government and oth-
er authorities to submit
plans to implement long-
term measures recom-
mended by the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment (CAQM) to combat
sources of air pollution in
the national capital, at the
foremost of which is vehic-
ular emission.

Appearing before a
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant, Ad-
ditional Solicitor General
Aishwarya  Bhati, for
CAQM, said the measures
include phasing out pollut-
ing vehicles from Delhi-
NCR, fortifying the Pollu-
tion Under Control (PUC)
regime, augmentation of

rail transport and metro
models, revised electric
vehicle policy, etc.

Ms. Bhati submitted that
a meta-analysis of studies
from 2015 to 2025 attribut-
ed PM2.5 in Delhi to a mix
of primary emissions and
secondary particulate for-
mation from sources within
the National Capital Re-

gion.

Last-mile connectivity

The measures suggested by
the CAQM include develop-
ing multi-modal transport
hubs connecting the metro,
Regional Rapid Transit Sys-
tem, last-mile connectivity
with a real-time passenger
information system, higher
incentives to owners for
scrapping their old vehi-

cles, expansion in EV
charging infrastructure,
etc.

SC asks Centre, Delhi to submit
action plan on curbing air pollution

g WUl UR (PR o & forg
G YA S GHA S 1 B3,

fawlt @ Par

e The Supreme Court on Wednesday
directed the Delhi government and other
authorities to submit plans to implement long-
term measures recommended by the
Commission for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) to combat sources of air pollution in
the national capital, at the foremost of which
is vehicular emission.

G I 3 gUaR F! et IRPR 3R 3

TR UT b AT I[OTT Y START

(CAQM) GRT gTU U ST o1 IUT D

AR PR P foT SIS IR B bl Few

faar, arfes ST & aR] UgUoT & Al

gﬁﬂﬂ\?ﬂ , o e U aree IcaeiA
|

¢ Appearing before a Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant, Additional
Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, for
CAQM, said the measures include phasing
out polluting vehicles from Delhi-NCR,
fortifying the Pollution Under Control (PUC)
regime, augmentation of rail transport and
metro models, revised electric vehicle
policy, etc.

e granefi=r gaf siq &1 sregerd ardl die
& THE CAQM @I 3R I 9 Srfaflked

iferRyer w=vd yaf HIdt A wet f Iural &
faeeh-T e @ wgwur A ard argsl &t

WS TP H §ETT, TgUUT 801 (PUC) AR 1 Aol 3T, ¥ URaeH R Agt
Hied &1 fawR, SN safece arew Hifa snfe wnfia 81

e Ms. Bhati submitted that a meta-analysis of studies from 2015 to 2025 attributed PM2.5 in
Delhi to a mix of primary emissions and secondary particulate formation from sources
within the National Capital Region.

gt Ut A TR

foar fos 2015 | 2025 dF & oAl & Aer-fazeyor A feweht & PM2.5 &

?@HWW&&?E%%%W@WWW@TWWWW%%W@@@

T g |

Last-mile connectivity

dIRC-HIgd

¢ The measures suggested by the CAQM include developing multi-modal transport hubs
connecting the metro, Regional Rapid Transit System, last-mile connectivity with a real-
time passenger information system, higher incentives to owners for scrapping their old
vehicles, expansion in EV charging infrastructure, etc.

CAQMWWWmﬁ

Hedl-Hisd

TR g9 R Rid ST 2 2 < e,

oa

s cifvre Riven, are-aTsa FAfefad o Sua-erga aeh =T yomedt 9 sied &, A
m@ﬁm%mmaﬁﬁm 241 Trfofr srawRam &1 fawar sife

Rl
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Study shows
India’s deltas
sinking due to

human activity
EGS [11: Environment ]

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

An international research team has found
a systemic drop in land elevation across
India’s river deltas driven mostly by
human activities.

The researchers were motivated by the
lack of high-resolution data of river deltas’
subsidence worldwide even though they
support more than 340 million people.

They used interferometric synthetic
aperture radar data from the European
Space Agency’s Sentinel-1 satellite
collected in 2014-2023. The study covered
40 major deltas around the world,
including six in India, at a spatial
resolution of 75 m.

Then, the team used a random forest
machine learning model that correlated
the subsidence rates with three stressors:
groundwater storage (already measured
by the NASA-German GRACE satellites),
sediment flux, and urban expansion.

The Ganges-Brahmaputra, Brahmani,
Mahanadi, Godavari, Cauvery, and Kabani
deltas were all confirmed to be sinking,
with more than 90% of the
Ganges-Brahmaputra, Brahmani, and
Mahanadi deltas’ total area affected. In
the Ganges, Brahmani, Mahanadi,
Godavari, and Kabani deltas as well, the
average rate of land subsidence exceeded
the rate of regional sea-level rise.

The teamn also found that 77% of the
Brahmani delta and 69% of the Mahanadi
delta were sinking at more than 5
mm/year. Even under the worst future
climate scenario, the 95th-percentile

The study using satellite data
covered 40 major deltas around

the world, including six in India,

at a spatial resolution of 75 m

39 Ued a1y & fore uferuf sg g

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

subsidence rates in the Godavari delta
were expected to exceed the projected
rate of global sea-level rise.

In Kolkata, the subsidence rates
equalled or exceeded the delta’s average
because the weight of the city and its
resource consumption were actively
accelerating its descent relative to the sea.

The effects of such subsidence include
worse coastal and river flooding,
permanent loss of land, intrusion of
saltwater that contaminates freshwater
sources and degrades agricultural land
(which can increase competition for
dwindling resources and drive migration),
and damage to ports and transport
networks.

The analysis also indicated that the
Ganges-Brahmaputra and Cauvery deltas
are particularly affected by unsustainable
groundwater extraction while the
Brahmani delta bears the brunt of rapid
urbanisation.

The study also found that the
Ganges-Brahmaputra delta has shifted
from being a “latent threat” in the 20th
century to an “unprepared diver” in the
21st, meaning risk has increased
significantly while the institutional
capacity to manage it has stagnated.

The study was published in Nature on
January 14. “All deltas, by their inherent
nature, subside over time as recently
deposited sediments or in situ organic
material compact under their weight, a
process further influenced by isostatic
adjustments and tectonic activity,” the
team wrote in its paper,” the team wrote
in the paper. “However, human
interventions have accelerated subsidence
rates in many of the major deltas of the
world, transforming a gradual geological
process into an urgent environmental
crisis.”

The team also acknowledged that
among other issues, the groundwater
storage trends might be off for small
deltas due to limitations in the GRACE
data, that the sediment flux data aren’t up
to date, and that, “although the 40 deltas
represent a substantial portion of global
delta area and population, they are not
globally representative”.

Study shows India’s deltas sinking due
to human activity

3HY TidT g o Ara nfafaferay &
FRUT YR & SeeT FHRE

. They used interferometric synthetic
aperture radar data from the European Space
Agency’s Sentinel-1 satellite collected in 2014—
2023

@"ﬂ'ﬂ Gﬁﬁ&rm%SentmeM G'q";l'b'@
Ridfe® =R ISR ST HT
Gmﬂn%m S 2014-2023 & S UHS fHar /1 T

° The Ganges-Brahmaputra, Brahmani,
Mahanadi, Godavari, Cauvery, and Kabani deltas
were all confirmed to be sinking.

Fifart SeeT 9+t & oA 31 gfP g3

) More than 90% of the Ganges-
Brahmaputra, Brahmani, and Mahanadi deltas’
total area was affected.

-SRI, seroft ofk Herd Swers & od
AH BT 90% | S T yuTfaa uran T

. In the Ganges, Brahmani, Mahanadi,
Godavari, and Kabani deltas, the average rate of
land subsidence exceeded the rate of regional
sea-level rise.

T, STeIoft, Herd), Meradt Sk wifaeit Swereit o
%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ g gER g PRI
|

. The team also found that 77% of the
Brahmani delta and 69% of the Mahanadi delta
were sinking at more than 5 mmlyear.

39 7 g o ur o STRIoh 2T BT 77% 3R TETIE ST BT 69% YT 5
forfiad A siftre &t R T g9 38T Ul

e Another effect is intrusion of saltwater that contaminates freshwater sources and
degrades agricultural land.

TH 3 THIG WR U &1 YA ¢, off HiS U & Hidl Dl givd oxdl ¢ iR $iY Yfir &1
grfaud xar g

e This can increase competition for dwindlin g resources and drive migration.

3R Ya & dgrdl fid godr gl

o “All deltas, by their inherent nature, subside over time as recently deposited sediments or in
situ organic material compact under their weight,” the team wrote in the paper.

AH 7 3 TR | forat fb <t Seet 31UR WHIG & BRI GHT & 1Y 994 &, Fifes gra & &
ST 3RS I WA WR Hivlg, Sideh Tl 3 HR & -4 Jpfd sid 1

e This process is further influenced t\%;ostatlc adjustments and tectonic activity.

g ufsha

faadfe nfafaftral @ ik offde yuifad gl ¢

e “However, human interventions have accelerated subsidence rates in many of the major
deltas of the world.”

“gTalies, AT gXaaul - fay & s wia Seerell § 4919 &1 % $ aw o= A g1
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